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I ntroductory Note 


This is not a comprehensive study, nor isit meant to be. No attempt 
at analysis, evaluation or judgement is made. This is simply a record 
of facts and testimonies by eyewitnesses concerning Zionist and Israeli 
terrorist activities in the Palestine conflict. In all cases the references 
given are either Zionist, Western or U.N. All operations by regular 
military units against military targets (e.g. use of napalm by Israeli 
forces on all fronts in June 1967) have been excluded. 


Haganah 


Palmach 


Irgun 


Stern Group 


Glossary 


The official underground “army” of the Jewish 
Agency, founded in the early 1920s. Became the 
Israeli army after the establishment of the state of 
Israel. 


The mobile striking force of the Haganah, led in 1948 
by Yigal Allon, Deputy Prime Minister since 1967. 


A group that broke away from the Haganah in the 
middle thirties. Led in the 1940s by Menachim 
Begin, member of the Knesset and leader of the Herut 
Party; also member of the Israeli Cabinet from 1967 
to 1970. 


A group that broke away from the Irgun in the late 
thirties. So called after Abraham Stern, its founder. 
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PART I: Up to 1947 


A. Terror Against Arabs 


1. Bombs in Market Places, Cafés, Homes 


April 16,1936 Two Arabs living in a hut near Petah Tikvah shot dead 
by Jews.? 


March 17,1937 Four bombs thrown into Arab cafés in Jaffa; 1 Arab 
killed, 10 injured.’ 


July 6,1938 Bomb thrown in Haifa market place results in 8 Arab 
casualties.® 


July 14, 1938 Bomb explodes in Arab vegetable market, killing 12 
and wounding 29, including women and children.* 


July 17,1938 Three Arabs found murdered in Tel-Aviv. Police arrest 
5 Zionist Revisionists.* 


July 25,1938 Bomb explodes in Arab vegetable market, killing 39 and 
wounding 64.§ 


August 25,1938 Bomb explodes in Jaffa vegetable market, killing 23 
Arabs and wounding 30.’ 


February 27, 1939 Bombs explode in Haifa and Jaffa market places, 
killing 28 Arabs.® 


1 Palestine and Trans-Fordan, 1936 — Colonial 129, 1937, p. 7. 
2 Palestine and Trans-Fordan, 1937 — Colonial 146, 1938, p. 6. 

3 Keesing’s Contemporary Archives, III (1937-1940), 3177A. 

4 Ibid. 

5 Tbid. 

6 [bid. 

? Ibid., 3312A. 

8 Ibid. , 3513. 


6 Who are the Terrorists? 


June 2,1939 Irgun bombs Arab melon market in Jerusalem, killing 5 
and wounding 19.} 


June 19,1939 Bomb explodes in Arab market in Haifa, killing 9 and 
wounding 24.? 


July 3, 1939 Bomb thrown into Arab café in Haifa. 


2. Attacks on Arab Buses 


August 20-September 26, 1937 Bomb wounds 2 Arabs. Bombs thrown 
at Arab buses wound | woman and kill another. 


November 14,1937 Arab bus shot at in Jewish Quarter. 3 Arab pas- 
sengers, including 2 women, dead.® 


July 4, 1938 Bomb thrown at Arab bus in Jerusalem kills 5, wounds 7.® 


July 8, 1938 Bomb thrown at Arab bus in Jerusalem kills 4 and 
wounds 15.’ 


June 29,1939 Six attacks on Arab buses on roads near Tel-Aviv, 
Rehovoth and Petah Tikvah result in 11 deaths.® 


B. Terror Against the British 


1. Assassination and Attempted Assassination of 
British Civilian Officials 


August 8, 1944 Several attempts were made by the Irgun to assassinate 
the British High Commissioner. The attempt most publicized 
was that against Sir Harold McMichael, which almost succeeded 
on August 8, 1944: “A deliberate attempt was made by Jewish 
terrorists to assassinate the High Commissioner while he and Lady 


1 Ibid. , 3642B. 

2 Ibid. 

3 Tbid. 

4 Palestine and Trans-Fordan 1937 — Colonial 146, 1938, p. 8. 
5 Ibid., p. 9. 

6 Keesing’s, III (1937-1940), 3177A. 

7 Ibid, 

8 Ibid. , 3642B. 


Who are the Terrorists? 7 


McMichael were driving to a municipal farewell function at 


Jaffa.” 


November 6, 1944 The most prominent Government official to be 
assassinated by the Zionist terrorist organizations was Lord 
Moyne, British Resident Minister in the Middle East during the 
War: “Lord Moyne .... was shot and fatally wounded in Cairo 
on November 6, 1944 by 2 armed men dressed in European 
clothes when alighting from his car outside his private residence 
shortly after 1 p.m. .... the assailants .... confessed that they 
were members of the “Fighters for the Freedom of Israel”’ organi- 
sation [Stern], and that they had been sent from Palestine for the 
express purpose of murdering Lord Moyne ....”? The murder 
of Lord Moyne in Cairo represents perhaps the first example of 
the use of violence in connection with the Arab-Israeli conflict 
outside the area of Palestine. 


2. Murder of Police and Military Personnel 


January 20,1942 A bomb explosion in Tel-Aviv kills the local police 
chief. 


January 1942 The Stern Gang lured 2 British security officers to a 
meeting place in Tel-Aviv which blew up when they entered, 
killing them both.+ 


April 22,1942 Attempt to assassinate the Inspector-General of Police 
and one of his assistants, presumably by Stern group.® 


February 25,1944 Two British policemen shot dead in Haifa by Irgun.® 


March-May 1944 Series of bomb and shooting incidents by Irgun 
results in death of many policemen, Jewish and British. Includes 


1 Palestine, Chief Secretary, A Survey of Palestine, Prepared in December 1945 and 
January 1946 for the Information of the Anglo-American Committee of Inquiry (Jerusalem: 
Government Printer, 1946), I, 72. 

2 Keesing’s, V (1943-1945), 6809A. 

8 Ibid., TV (1941-1942), 6798A. 

4Thierry Nolin, La Haganah: Varmée secréte d’Israél (Paris: Ballard, 1971), pp. 
164-165. 

5 Palestine, Chief Secretary, Survey of Palestine, I, 63. 

® Keesing’s, V (1943-1945), 6798A. 


8 Who are the Terrorists? 


the murder on March 23 of Police Superintendent Scott and 5 
other policemen.? 


September 29, 1944 Senior police officer assassinated.* 
September 28, 1945 British constable fatally wounded in Tel-Aviv.? 


September 8/9, 1946 Area Security officer of Jaffa killed when his house 
blown up by Jews.4 


September 30, 1946 British Army sergeant murdered while riding 
motorcycle on Lydda-Petah Tikvah road. 


October 6, 1946 Two RAF men ambushed and shot dead during the 
night in Jerusalem.® 


October 17, 1946 British police inspector shot dead in Jerusalem.’ 


July 19,1947 One British policeman murdered, another seriously 
wounded by Stern Gang in Haifa.® 


September 26,1947 Terrorists (allegedly Irgunists) stole £180,000 from 
a police armoured car and killed four British constables.® 


September 29,1947 In Haifa, ten British and Arab policemen were 
killed and 53 others injured by explosives set off by members of 
the Irgun.?° 


3. Attacks on Police and Military Installations 


August 22, 1944 Police buildings in Jaffa and Tel-Aviv attacked. 
Several police officers killed.14 


September 27, 1944 Attacks on 4 police stations by members of the 
Irgun cause casualties to police and civilians.?? 


1 Ibid. 
2 Palestine, Chief Secretary, Survey of Palestine, 1, 72. 
8 Ibid., p. 76. 
Major R.D. Wilson, Cordon and Search: With 6th Airborne Division in Palestine 
(Aldershot: Gale and Polden, 1949), p. 257. 
5 Keesing’s VI (1946-1948), 8222. 
6 Ibid. 
? Ibid. 
§ Wilson, Cordon and Search, p. 264. 
® Middle East Journal, January 1948, p. 70. 
10 Ibid. 
11 Palestine, Chief Secretary, Survey of Palestine, 1, 72. 
12 Keesing’s, V (1943-1945), 6798. 
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December 28, 1945 Attacks on police headquarters and stations in 
Jerusalem, Jaffa and a military depot in Tel-Aviv result in the 
death of 1 British police officer, 2 British constables, 1 British and 
4 Basuto soldiers and 1 Arab policeman.! 


January-April 1946 Various terrorist attacks result in extensive dam- 
age to property and loss of life.? 


April 25,1946 Tel-Aviv members of the Stern group, armed with 
automatic weapons and anti-personnel bombs, break into a 
British military car park and kill 7 British soldiers, 2 in their 
sleep.® 


October 24,1947 Three explosions occur in the centre of Jerusalem, 
near military posts on the perimeter of the Jewish area. Eight 
British soldiers and 3 civilians injured.‘ 


March 1,1947 Irgun blows up Goldsmith Officers’ Club in Jerusalem, 
killing 13, wounding 16.5 


March 13,1947 Irgun razes to the ground Schneller Building in Jeru- 
salem housing British Army Headquarters.® 


September 29, 1947 Haifa Central Police Headquarters blown up. 
Ten killed, 54 wounded, building extensively damaged.’ 


4. Taking of British Civilian Hostages 


When members of the Zionist terrorist organizations were arrested 
by the British authorities and convicted of crimes, the organizations 
resorted to taking hostage British military and civilian officials and 
threatening to kill them unless their own men were released. 

On January 27, 1947, a British judge (Mr. Windham) was seized 
in connection with the death sentence on Dov Gruner, an Irgun man 
captured while taking part in a terrorist raid. He was released only 
after the Commanding Officer in Palestine granted Gruner the right 


1 Ibid., VI (1946-1948), 7896. 

2 Ibid. 

3 Ibid. 

4 Ibid. , 8222. 

5 Wilson, Cordon and Search, p. 261. 
6 Nolin, Haganah, p. 280. 

7 Wilson, Cordon and Search, p. 263. 
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to appeal his sentence to the British Privy Council. 


5. Taking of British Military Hostages 


June 18,1946 Jewish gunmen broke into the NAAFI Club in Tel-Aviv 
and kidnapped 5 British officers. On June 23 the clandestine 
“Voice of Israel’? announced that three of the officers would be 
kept as hostages for two Irgun members who were under sentence 
of death.2 The blackmail worked, for, on July 3, the British High 
Commissioner granted an amnesty to the two Irgun terrorists.® 


6. Murder of British Military Hostages 


June 12,1947 The Irgun seized two British sergeants and threatened 
to execute them if death sentences were carried out on three Irgun 
prisoners. The sentences were carried out on July 28 and on 
July 31 and Irgun announced that the two hostages had been 
hanged. The site of the hanging was found the next day.* 

The two bodies were booby trapped and exploded in the presence 
of those who had located them.’ (See photograph facing page 16). 


7. Public Whipping of British Military Hostages 


December 29, 1946 The British had instituted the punishment of flog- 
ging on captured Jewish terrorists who were minors. On 27 
December 1946 such a sentence was carried out against a con- 
victed Irgun terrorist. On 29 December 1946, 3 British officers 
previously captured and held as hostages by the Irgun were 
publicly flogged in a Tel-Aviv square.® 


8. Parcel and Letter Bombs Against British 


October 1,1946 British Embassy in Rome badly damaged by bomb 
explosions. Irgun claims responsibility.’ 


1 Itzhak Gurion, Triumph on the Gallows (New York: Brit Trumpeldor of America, 
1950), pp. 101-102. 

2 Keesing’s, VI (1946-1948), 7983. 

3 Gurion, Triumph on the Gallows, pp. 80-81. 

4 Ibid., pp. 185-190. 

5 Nolin, Haganah, p. 282. 

6 Ibid., p. 276. 

7 Keesing’s, VI (1946-1948), 8222. 
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The Zionist terror organizations have been credited with inventing 
the idea of assassinating ones enemies at long distance by sending 
bombs through the mail.? 


Fune 1947 Letters addressed to British cabinet ministers discovered to 
contain bombs.? 


September 3,1947 Postal bomb addressed to War Office explodes in 
Post Office sorting room in London, injuring 2. Attributed to 
Irgun or Stern.? 


December 16,1947 A circular from the Irgun is received at The Times 
and by other authorities and individuals in England. It says the 
purpose of the British is to kindle the fight between Arabs and 
Jews in order to remain in Palestine; therefore the Irgun will 
carry its offensive outside Palestine as well, against the British. 
Irgun policy: War with Britain until “freedom is achieved.” 
Irgun badge: “An outline of Palestine and Transjordan joined 
together with a fist clenching a rifle superimposed, and the 


9994 


motto ‘only thus’. 


May 3,1948 Book bomb explodes killing Rex Farran. Parcel was 
addressed to his brother, a British Army officer who had been 
stationed in Palestine.® 


May 11,1948 Letter bomb addressed to Sir Evelyn Barker, former 
Commanding Officer in Palestine, detected by his wife.® 


C. Terror Against the General Public 
(Jews, Arabs and British) 


1. Blowing up of Government Departments 


November 11,1937 2 Arabs killed, 2 wounded by bomb thrown into 
a crowd of Arabs near Central Post Office in Jerusalem.’ 


1 The Sunday Times, September 24, 1972, p. 8. 

2 Keesing’s, VI (1946-1948), 8748A. 

3 The Sunday Times, September 24, 1972, p. 8. 

4 The Times, December 16, 1947. 

5 Keesing’s, VI (1946-1948), 9276A. 

8 Ibid. 

7 Palestine and Transjordan 1937 — Colonial 146, 1938, p. 9. 
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February 12 and 26,1944 Irgun responsible for three bomb explosions 
in the Departments of Immigration at Jerusalem, Tel-Aviv and 
Haifa.? 


July 14,1944 Jerusalem District Land Registry Offices attacked. 
Police casualties inflicted.’ 


July 22,1946 The entire front of the right wing (seven floors) of the 
King David Hotel in Jerusalem was blown up by Jewish terrorists. 
The top floors of this wing of the hotel contained the central 
offices of the civilian administration of the government of Pales- 
tine. The blowing up of the hotel (by the placing of canisters 
containing high explosives in the basement) occurred on a week- 
day at the peak-time of visits to the government offices by the 
general public, Jewish and Arab. The civil servants in the offices 
were mostly Jews and Arabs, only the most senior being British. 
The hotel itself except for the floors occupied by the government 
was functioning normally and receiving guests and customers. 
More than 200 people were killed or injured as a result of the 
explosives. 15 Jews were among those killed.? The Irgun officially 
claimed responsibility for the incident* but subsequent evidence 
indicates that both the Haganah and the Jewish Agency were 
involved.® 


December 5, 1946 Two buildings of Headquarters of South Palestine 
District at Sarafand wrecked by vehicle full of explosives parked 
alongside by a member of a Jewish terrorist organization. T'wo 
killed and 28 wounded.® 


2. Attacks on Banks 


September 13,1946 Irgun raided the Ottoman Bank in Tel-Aviv and 
Jaffa, succeeding in stealing £4,000. 1 Arab policeman and 2 
civilians were killed; 1 Arab policeman and 18 civilians were 
wounded.’ 


1 Wilson, Cordon and Search, p. 259. 

2 Ibid., p. 261. 

3 Menachem Begin, The Revolt: Story of the Irgun (Tel-Aviv: Hadar Publishing Co., 
1964), p. 220. 

4 Tbid., pp. 212-220. 

5 Ibid. 

8 Keesing’s, V (1943-1945), 6798. 

7 Wilson, Cordon and Search, p. 87. 
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February 28, 1947 Two Jews dressed as policemen placed a bomb 
above Barclay’s Bank in Haifa, killing 2 and wounding 2.} 


August 4,1947 Barclay’s Bank in Haifa was robbed and a bank clerk 
murdered.’ 


August 21,1947 Another bank robbery and bomb explosion took place 
in Haifa.’ 


April 28,1948 50 armed Jews steal £195,000 from Barclay’s Bank in 
Tel-Aviv. They were later known to be members of the Stern 
Gang. 


3. Attacks on Civilian Transport Facilities 


Irgun was the first of the Zionist terrorist groups to attack syste- 
matically transport facilities. Its leader, Menachem Begin, describes 
the role of his Chief of Operations, Gideon: 


Giddy invented the contact-mine for railway sabotage, against 
which no counter-measures were of any avail. It could not be 
dismantled. Whoever tried paid with his life for disregarding 
our warnings. A pilot-engine would pass over the mined spot 
without mishap, but when the train followed, it was thrown into 
the air. The mine was constructed on a weight principle. A light 
weight would not set it off; a heavy weight would be destroyed 
on contact with it. A time-mechanism was also attached—allow- 
ing one day, two days, three days, even whole weeks. At one time 
we paralysed almost all railway traffic in the country by these 
mines.§ 


October 31,1945 Widespread and systematic railway sabotage during 
the night.® 


March 27, 1946 Sukreir railway station attacked by Jews.’ 


June 10,1946 Jews attack and burn 3 railway trains at Na’an, 
Tel-Aviv, Ras al Ein.§ 


1 Palestine, Chief Secretary, Survey of Palestine, I, 72. 
2 Wilson, Cordon and Search, p. 264. 

3 Ibid., p. 265. 

4 The Times, April 29, 1948. 

5 Begin, Revolt, p. 71. 

6 Wilson, Cordon and Search, p. 258. 

7 Ibid. 

8 Ibid., pp. 259-262. 
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June 16/17, 1946 Members of Jewish illegal terrorist organizations, 
armed with bombs, grenades and automatic weapons, attack 
road and rail bridges in different parts of the country.} 


September 8/9, 1946 Widespread attacks on railways carried out by Jews. 
Widespread road mining incidents at night. 1 killed.? 


September 20, 1946 Part of Haifa railway workshops blown up.? 


October 17-20, 1946 ‘Three road mining incidents result in the death 
of one officer and the wounding of 6.4 


October 30, 1946 Bombing of Central Railway Station in Jerusalem 
and ambush of lorry convoy on Mt. Scopus road kills 3 and 
wounds 11 soldiers and police, 3 civilians.§ 


October 31, 1946 Field Ambulance mined in Petah Tikvah. Two 
soldiers killed, 2 wounded.® 


November 1-13, 1946 Nine trains mined. Ten casualties.’ 


November 17-25, 1946 Six train mining incidents result in 2 dead and 
12 wounded.® 


February-March 1947 Sixteen vehicles blown up by Jewish terrorist 
organizations, resulting in 52 casualties.® 


April 22,1947 Stern Gang blows up Cairo-Haifa train near Rehovat, 
killing 5, wounding 21.1° 


May 15,1947 ‘Train carrying Arab and Jewish workers blown up near 
Haifa, killing 2 and wounding 2.4 


July 21-23, 1947 Several jeeps blown up by electrical detonated mines, 
killing 1, wounding 8.72 


1 Ibid., p. 262. 

2 Ibid., p. 257. 

8 Ibid., p. 263. 

4 Ibid., p. 264. 

5 Keesing’s, VI (1946-1948), 8222. 
6 Wilson, Cordon and Search, p. 258. 
7 Ibid., pp. 24, 252. 

8 Ibid., p. 253. 

® Ibid., p. 255. 
10 Keesing’s, VI (1946-1948), 7983. 
11 Wilson, Cordon and Search, p. 257. 
12 Keesing’s, VI (1946-1948), 7983. 
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D. Terror Against Jews 


1. Political Assassination of Jewish Leader 


July 1933 Perhaps the first case of political assassination in the context 
of the Palestine problem was the murder of Chaim Arlosoroff by 
a rival Jewish group (believed to be the Revisionists).1 At the 
time of his murder Arlosoroff was the Director of the Political 
Department of the Jewish Agency. 


2. Blowing up of Refugee Ships with their Jewish Passengers 


November 25,1940 ‘The British had declared that Jewish immigrants 
arriving in Palestine without prior permission would not be 
admitted into the country and would be transferred for the dura- 
tion of the war to a British Colonial territory. Simultaneously, 
according to a-statement of policy made in 1939 they were pre- 
pared to grant permission to 75,000 Jews to enter the country for 
the following five years, future Jewish immigration after that to be 
dependent on Arab acquiescence. The Jewish Agency was 
determined for political reasons to defy the British 1939 policy 
statement, irrespective of whether immigration quotas were 
available or not. 

In November 1940, the British transferred several hundred 
Jews who had arrived in the country without prior permission to a 
ship, the Patria, which was to take them to Mauritius for the 
duration of the war in line with the 1939 Statement of Policy. 
The Jewish Agency which had itself organized the arrival of these 
illegal immigrants to Palestine determined to underline their 
political posture on the issue by sabotaging the Patria with 1,900 
refugees on board. The Patria which was about to leave Haifa 
harbour was blown up on November 25, 1940 with the loss of 
240 Jewish lives—all refugees. The reader can follow the Jewish 
Agency’s political reasoning in the affair as well as the actual 
sabotage operation in the account given by Munya Mardor, a 
Haganah officer, who himself planted the mine on the Patria.? 


February 24,1942 The ship the Struma had reached Istanbul in Decem- 


1J. Schechtman, The Jabotinsky Story: 1. Fighter and Prophet (New York: Thomas 
Yoseloff, 1961), p. 438 and passim. 
2 Munya Mardor, Strictly Illegal (London: Robert Hale, 1964), p. 56 ff. 


16 


E. 


Who are the Terrorists? 


ber 1941 with 769 illegal passengers bound for Palestine under 
Haganah direction. After several weeks of negotiation the British 
exempted the children on board from the ban on entry into 
Palestine. Meanwhile, however, the Turkish authorities had 
ordered the ship to leave Istanbul. On February 24, 1942 the 
ship exploded in the Black Sea. All on board were killed with 
one exception. The sole survivor, Mr. David Stoliar, was a 
Haganah officer.1 The Jewish Agency promptly declared the 
explosion to be an act of “mass-protest and mass-suicide.”? 


Economic Sabotage: Blowing Up of Pipelines 


Haganah had begun such activities already in the summer of 1939, 


with the blowing up of the Iraqi oil pipeline near Haifa. Moshe 
Dayan was one of the participants in this operation. The technique 
was used again in 1947: 


February 20,1947 Iraqi Petroleum Company pipeline sabotaged.‘ 


March 31, 1947 Irgun sabotages Shell Co. oil storage tanks in Haifa. 


Damage estimated at £500,000. Blaze lasts 4 days.® 


Fune 5, 1947 Iraqi Petroleum Company pipeline sabotaged with 


explosives. Fire extinguished after 5 hours. 800 tons of oil lost.® 


September 10, 1947 Oil refinery at Haifa attacked.’ 


1 Nolin, La Haganah, pp. 159-163. 

2 Christopher Sykes, Crossroads to Israel (London: Mentor, 1965), p. 237. 
3 Mardor, Strictly Illegal, p. 44. 

4 Wilson, Cordon and Search, p. 261. 

5 Ibid., p. 262. 

8 Ibid., p. 263. 


7 Ibid., p. 265. 
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PART II: The Palestine War, 
1947-1940 


A. Terror Against Arabs 


1. Bombs in Market Places and Cafés 


December 13,1947 Three bombing incidents, attributed to the Irgun, 
killed 16 Arabs and wounded 67.1 


December 30, 1947 An Irgun Zvai Leumi bomb thrown from a speeding 
taxi in Jerusalem killed 11 Arabs and 2 Britishers. 
Two bombs were thrown by Irgun members at a group of about 
100 Arab labourers outside the employment office of Consolidated 
Refineries Ltd., near Haifa. Six Arabs were killed, 42 wounded.? 


January 4,1948 Stern Gang members bombed a crowded square in 
Jaffa, killing between 15 and 30 persons and wounding 98.8 


January 7,1948 Eighteen persons were killed and 41 wounded in two 
bombings carried out by the Irgun in Jerusalem.! 
A Jewish driver used a British Army car to get past Arab bar- 
ricade at Jaffa Gate. The bomb he threw rolled on to a café 
near the gate. 17 Arabs dead so far.5 


February 3,1948 Four Arabs killed, 3 injured when a car full of explo- 
sives blew up.® 


1 Middle East Journal, April 1948, p. 216. 
2 Ibid. 

3 Ibid., p. 217. 

4 Ibid. 

5 The Times, January 8, 1948. 

6 Ibid., February 4, 1948. 
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February 8, 1948 Two Arabs killed in the Old City. 
Haganah claims 18 Arab casualties result from sniping on the 
Jaffa-Tel-Aviv border. 
In Haifa 6 Arabs killed, 1 injured.? 


February 10, 1948 Firing broke out in the middle of Jerusalem near 
the public information office. 6 Arabs killed, 19 injured.? 


2. Attacks on Arab Buses 


December 11, 1947 Bomb attacks in Haifa by Jews on Arab buses, 
taxis and garages.?® 


December 14, 1947 Bus stopped near Tiberias by two armed Jews. 
The 6 Arab passengers ordered to descend, then Jews opened fire 
on them, injuring 3, one seriously.‘ 


December 15, 1947 Jews, in uniform, attacked a bus near Lydda; 
1 Arab killed and 7 injured.° 


December 21,1947 Arab bus shot at near Latrun by men dressed in the 
“uniform of temporary Arab constables.” 3 Arabs killed.® 


January 5,1948 Jews today fired on 2 Arab buses seriously injuring one 
driver and 3 passengers.’ 


January 9,1948 In Jerusalem two Jews dressed as boot blacks left a 
parcel in an Arab bus. A woman noticed smoke coming out of it 
and the driver promptly threw it out of the window. It hit the 
pavement and exploded, injuring passers-by.® 


January 15,1948 Arab bus fired on in Haifa by Jews. One Arab killed, 
6 injured.® 


1 Ibid., February 9, 1948. 

2 Ibid., February 11, 1948. 

3 The Times, December 12, 1947. 
4 Ibid., December 15, 1947. 

5 Ibid., December 16, 1947. 

6 Ibid. , December 22, 1947. 

7 Ibid., January 6, 1948. 

8 [bid., January 10, 1948. 

° Ibid., January 16, 1948. 
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January 22,1948 One Arab was shot dead, 4 seriously injured near 
Jaffa. 
Jews firing on a lorry kill one woman and 2 men, injuring 7, five 
of them children.? 


February 12,1948 Armed Jews attacked an Arab bus from Safad. 
Explosion in bus kills 5 Arabs and injures 5. 
An Arab was shot in Haifa.? 


3. Mining of Passenger Trains 


February 12,1948 Shots fired at the Carmel railway station kill 2 Arabs 
and injure 4.3 


February 27, 1948 Wantara-Haifa train blown up near Rehovat by 
Jews, killing 27, wounding 36.4 


March 27, 1948 Jews blow up train near Benjamina, killing 24 Arabs 
and injuring 61.5 


March $1, 1948 Stern Gang mines Cairo-Haifa express, killing 40 
Arabs and injuring 60.° 


4. Bombing of Arab Hotels, Apartment Blocks and Flats 


January 4,1948 Jews penetrate into Jaffa, blow up the headquarters 
of the Arab National Committee; heavy explosion also destroys 
police station, many shops and Barclay’s Bank. Casualty list of 
9 Arabs killed and 71 wounded probably incomplete. ( Jews 
dressed as Arabs drove a lorry of orange crates and left itin front 
of the building.)? 


January 5,1948 WHaganah claimed responsibility for blowing up of the 
Semiramis Hotel. 20 people dead, among them the Spanish 


1 Ibid., January 23, 1948. 

2 Ibid., February 13, 1948. 

3 Ibid. 

4 Wilson, Cordon and Search, p. 271. 
5 Ibid., p. 272. 

° Keesing’s, VI (1946-1948), 9239. 
* The Times, January 5, 1948. 
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Consul. “Haganah claims guests in the hotel must have been 
cooperating with Arab gangs.” Government inquiry later 
establishes the falsehood of the accusation. 


January 16,1948 Jews today blew up 3 Arab buildings. In the first 
8 children between the ages of 18 months and 12 years died, one 
child is still under the debris and one woman died. In the second, 
5 Arabs died and 5 still buried.? 


Fanuary 30,1948 WHaganah blows up house in Katamon, but its occu- 
pants are rescued from the debris by sappers. 
In Yazur on the Jaffa-Tel-Aviv border, Jews demolish a house, 
killing its owner.? 


February 9, 1948 Jews blew up an Arab building in the commercial 
centre in Jerusalem.‘ 


March 3,1948 The Stern Gang claimed responsibility for the detona- 
tion of an army truck in front of the Salam building in Haifa. 
Yourteen Arabs were killed and at least 26 wounded.® 


March 13,1948 Jews blew up houses in the Katamon sector of Jeru- 
salem, fired on an area near Jaffa and blew up 12 houses in the 
northern Galilee village of Husayniyah.°® 


April 16,1948 Jews attack the former British Army camp at Tel 
Litvinsky and kill 90 Arabs there.’ 


April 19,1948 14 Arabs were killed in Tiberias in a house blown up by 
Jews.§ 


5. Attacks Against Arab Villages and Mass Killings of Villagers 


December 12, 1947 12 Arabs lost their lives when Jews attacked a 
village outside Haifa.® 


1 Ibid., January 6, 1948. 

2 Ibid., January 17, 1948. 

3 Ibid., January 31, 1948. 

4 Ibid., February 10, 1948. 

5 Middle East Fournal, July 1948, p. 329. 
8 Ibid. 

? The Times, April 17, 1948. 

8 Ibid., April 20, 1948. 

® Ibid., December 13, 1947. 
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December 14,1947 Arab village near Tel-Aviv attacked by Jews in 
steel helmets wearing Khaki uniforms. 18 Arabs killed and 100 
injured.? 


December 19, 1947 Waganah, acting under Jewish Agency orders, 
raids Arab village near Safad, and blows up two houses. Bodies 
of ten Arabs, including 5 children, found amongst the rubble.? 


December 20,1947 Haganah attacked the Arab village of Qazaza for 
three hours. The house of the village mukhtar was dynamited.° 


December 29,1947 Irgun claims a “sea commando” attack on Jaffa 
with 30 Arab casualties.* 


December 30/31, 1947 In the evening of December 30-31 a mixed force 
of the First Battalion of Palmach and the “Carmel Brigade” under 
the command of Haim Avinoam attacked the village of Balad 
al-Shaikh; in this operation more than sixty of the enemy [Arabs] 
were killed in their houses.... The attacking units entered the 
village and started operating inside the houses and because of 
the heavy firing in the rooms, it was impossible to avoid hitting 
women and children also.§ 


January 19,1948 A party of 200 Jews attacked the village of Tannura 
in the Acre. sub-district, killing 2 Arabs and wounding 3 others 
seriously, one of them a boy of 10.°® 


February 10,1948 12 Arabs returning to Tireh village near Tulkarm 
were stopped by a large party of Jews who fired at them. Some 
sought refuge in a house but were followed and fired at. 7 Arabs 
killed, 5 injured.’ 


February 14/15,1948 A force of the Third Palmach Battalion raided 
the village of Sa’sa. In this operation, which was for many years 


1 Ibid., December 15, 1947. 

2 Keesing’s, VI (1946-1948), 9237. 

3 Middle East Journal, April 1948, p. 216. 

4 The Times, December 30, 1947. 

8 Ha Sefer Ha-Palmach (Tel-Aviv: Ha-Kibbutz Ha-Meuchad, 5716-1955), p. 55. 
6 Ibid., January 20, 1948. 

7 Ibid., February 11, 1948. 


22 Who are the Terrorists? 


to be regarded as a model raid because of the high standard of 
its execution, twenty houses were blown up over their inhabitants 
and some sixty Arabs were killed, most of them women and 
children.? 


February 20,1948 Jews attacked Arab sections of Haifa with mortars, 
killing at least 6 Arabs and wounding 36.’ 


March 13, 1948 Haganah destroyed the Arab village of Kfar Husseinia 
killing 30 villagers.® 


April 5, 1948 Jews attacked the Arab village of Sarafand. 16 Arabs 
were killed and 12 wounded. Most Arabs were killed when a 
house was mortared.4 


April 9,1948 During the night of 9-10 April, the Arab village of Deir 
Yassin near Qastal was captured by Irgun and Stern Gang 
terrorists. An indiscriminate massacre followed. “When it 
was over, the Jewish authorities endeavoured to prevent an 
impartial inspection. A policeman reported one Arab killed.... 
On the 10th, however, the Red Cross discovered the corpses of 
254 men, women and children.’’5 


April 12,1948 Palmach attacks village of Kolonia, blowing up houses 
and killing at least 14.° 


April 12,1948 Jews blew up the village of Abu-Shusha on the 
Nazareth-Tiberias road.’ 


April 16,1948 Arab village of Saris below Castal was raided by Jews. 
All main buildings were destroyed by mortars.® 


1 Arieh Yitzhaqi, Yediot Aharonot, April 14, 1972. 

* Middle East Journal, April 1948, p. 220. 

3 Arthur Koestler, Promise and Fulfillment, p. 159. 

4 The Times, April 6, 1948. 

5 Jacques de Reynier, A Férusalem un drapeau flottait sur la ligne de feu (Neuchatel, 
Editions de la Baconniére, 1950), pp. 69-74. 

®H. Levin, Jerusalem Embattled (London: Gollancz, 1950), pp. 64-67. 

? The Times, April 13, 1948. 

8 Ibid., April 17, 1948. 
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April 20,1948 Jews raid Beit Surik and blow up a few houses, also 
raid Biddu and blow up houses.’ 


6. Conquest of Arab Towns and Forcible Expulsion of Inhabitants 


Nathan Chofshi, one of the original Jewish pioneers in Palestine, 
wrote in an ashamed rebuttal of an American Zionist rabbi’s charges 
of evacuation order: 


If Rabbi Kaplan really wanted to know what happened, we old 
Jewish settlers in Palestine who witnessed the fight could tell him 
how and in what manner we, Jews, forced the Arabs to leave cities 
and villages.... Some were driven by force of arms; others 
were made to leave by deceit, lying and false promises. It 1s 
enough to cite the cities of Jaffa, Lydda, Ramle, Beersheba, 
Acre from among numberless others.’ 


Hereunder are a few examples of Chofshi’s charges. 


a) Haifa 


April 22, 1948 Jews attacked Haifa after midnight from Hadar 
Hacarmel, occupied buildings, streets and public buildings. 
50 Arabs were killed and 200 wounded. The Arabs, taken by 
surprise, evacuated their women and children to the port area 
for evacuation to Acre. While in full flight the Arab refugees were 
attacked by the advance Jewish posts. 100 Arabs were killed — 
200 wounded.? 


b) Jaffa 


April 25,1948 The great bombardment of Jaffa started a panic among 
the Jaffa Arabs who began to leave by boat and road. Their 
flight was further forced on them by the unprecedented extent 
of looting and destruction of their homes by the attacking Jewish 
forces.* 


April 28, 1948 ‘Using a substantial load of explosives, we turned 
the Manshich Police Station (Jaffa), which the British had 


1 [bid., April 21, 1948. 

2 Fewish Newsletter, New York, February 9, 1959. 

3 The Times, April 23, 1948 and Wilson, Cordon and Search, p. 193. 

4 Jon Kimche, Seven Fallen Pillars (London: Secker and Waburg, 1950), p. 224. 
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demanded for themselves, into a heap of ruins. And by blowing 
up house after house on both sides of the main street we effectively 
blocked it to all possible traffic to Tel-Aviv.”? 


c) Lydda 


July 11, 1948 
The Zionist writers, Jon and David Kimche describe the initial 
attack on Lydda led by Moshe Dayan. Dayan: 


drove at full speed into Lydda shooting up the town and creating 
confusion and a degree of terror among the population .... its 
Arab population of 30,000 either fled or were herded on the 
road to Ramallah. The next day Ramleh also surrendered and 
its Arab population suffered the same fate.? 


July 12,1948 After the entry of the detachment [in Lydda], the local 
Arab population rose in revolt, orders were given to fire on 
any one seen in the streets. “Yiftah” troops [Brigade of the 
Palmach] opened heavy fire on all passers-by and suppressed 
the revolt mercilessly in a few hours, going from house to house 
and firing at every target. 250 Arabs were killed in the fighting.® 


7. Psychological Warfare 
The psychological warfare was of two types: 


a) General Psychological Offensive which aimed at undermining 
confidence and morale in the Arab community at large. Some 
examples follow: 


February 18,1948 Waganah radio announced that smallpox had been 
reported in Jaffa as a result of the arrival of Syrians and Iraqis. 
On the same day Haganah radio announced that “among Arabs 
killed and wounded after an engagement several were found 
suffering of contagious diseases.’”4 


February 27, 1948 ‘The Free Hebrew Station broadcast a warning to 
the Arabs against cholera, typhus and similar diseases “as it is 


1 Begin, Revolt, p. 370. 

2 Jon and David Kimche, Both Sides of the Hill (London: Secker and Warburg, 
1960), pp. 227-228. 

8 Yediot Aharonot, April 14, 1972. 

4Quoted by Walid Khalidi in Middle East Forum, July 1959, “‘Why Did the 
Palestinians Leave?”’ 
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expected to break out heavily in April and May among Arabs 
in urban agglomerations.”’} 


March 14,1948 Haganah Radio announced: “We will answer killing 
with killing, destruction with destruction. We regret having to 
undertake reprisal raids in which innocent people may have to 
pay the price for the crimes of others, but we have warned you.’”* 


May 3, 1948 

On the psychological terror plane Operation Matateh epitomises 
the Zionist general plan to cleanse Palestine of its people. This was 
described by Yigal Allon under the heading “The Cleaning Out of 
Galilee.”’ Allon says: 


I gathered all of the Jewish Multters, who have contact with the 
Arabs in different villages, and asked them to whisper in the ears 
of the Arabs that a great Jewish reinforcement has arrived in 
Galilee and that it is going to burn all of the villages of the Huleh. 
They should suggest to these Arabs, as their friends, to escape 
while there is time. And the murmur spread in all the areas of the 
Huleh that it is time to flee. The flight numbered myriads. 
The tactic reached its goal completely.® 


b) Concentrated Psychological Offensive which usually preceded an all-out 
operation to capture a particular town or locality. 


May 15,1948 In Jerusalem “a loud speaker burst out in Arabic. 
Haganah broadcasting to civilian Arabs urging them to leave the 
district before 5.15 a.m. ‘Take pity on your wives and children 
and get out of this blood bath.... Get out by the Jericho road, 
that is still open to you. If you stay you invite disaster.’ ’*4 


April 21,1948 On the eve of the attack on Haifa, “Haganah used not 
only its radio station but also loud speaker vans which blared 
their sinister news from the vicinity of the Arab suqs. They 
warned the Arab population to keep clear of the billets of foreign 
mercenaries who had infiltrated into the town, they warned 
them to send their women and children away before new con- 


1 [bid. 

3 Ibid. 

3 Sepher Ha-Palmach, I1, 286. 

4 Levin, Jerusalem Embattled, pp. 160-161. 
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tingents of savage Iraqis arrived, promised them safe conduct and 
escorts to Arab territory and hinted at terrible consequences if 
their warnings were disregarded.” 


8. Looting of Arab Cities 
April 25-May 13,1948 Having launched an attack on Jaffa, the Irgun 


activities “extended to yet another field .... [they] commenced 
to loot in wholesale fashion. At first the young Irgunists pillaged 
only dresses, blouses and ornaments. . . . But this discrimination 


was soon abandoned. Everything that was movable was carried 
from Jaffa — furniture, carpets, pictures, crockery and pottery, 
jewellery and cutlery. The occupied parts of Jaffa were strip- 
ped... What could not be taken away was smashed. 

“The Irgun practice of looting Arab homes and shops was soon 
explained away [by the Haganah] and later justified as minis- 
tering to the needs of Jewish evacuees... 

«... Before long the rest of the Jewish soldiers of the Haganah 
and the Palmach joined in the orgy of looting and wanton destruc- 
tion which hangs like a black pall over almost all the Jewish 


military successes.... It soon became a practice for which there 
was always a material incentive, a sophisticated justification and 
an excuse....’* 


July 11, 1948 Both Arab towns of Lydda and Ramleh were “sacked 
by the victorious Israelis.’’® 


B. Attacks Against British Civilian, Police and 
Military Personnel 


November 13, 1947 Jewish terrorists killed four British civilians and 
one policeman and wounded 26 soldiers in attacks in Haifa and 
Jerusalem.‘ 


November 14, 1947 Two British policemen and two soldiers killed by 
Jewish terrorists.’® 


1 Koestler, Promise and Fulfillment, p. 207. 

2 Kimche, Seven Fallen Pillars, p. 224. 

3 Jon and David Kimche, Both Sides of the Hill, p. 228. 
4 Middle East Journal, January 1948, p. 70. 

5 Ibid. 
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December 16,1947 Attack, from behind, by Jews on two British C.1.D. 
men in Jerusalem. | killed, one seriously injured.? 


December 21,1947 Two Life Guard soldiers seriously wounded when 
shot in a street in Jerusalem today. Irgun broadcast that shooting 
was reprisal for “alleged” rape of a Jewish girl by members of the 
same regiment.’ 


Fanuary 28,1948 British airmen and soldiers fired at near Jaffa Gate; 
3 injured. 


February 3, 1948 ‘Two British constables killed by Jews in Rehovoth.? 


March 28, 1948 Englishwoman shot dead, 1 British NCO killed, 
7 others were injured in the Old City by fire stated to have come 
from the Jews.§ 


April 6,1948 Jews attacked a British camp which the Army was 
evacuating, killing 6 men and the Commanding Officer near 
Pardess Hanna. The attack was carried out by the Irgun dressed 
as policemen and using police cars. They drove round the camp 
shooting indiscriminately.® 


April 20,1948 2 British soldiers were wounded and 1 dead found in 
Haifa-Tel-Aviv road, fired at from passing Jewish lorry.’ 


April 28,1948 One British and 2 Arab constables shot dead by Jews 


near Nahanya.® 


C. Attacks on U.N. Personnel 


September 17, 1948 Count Folke Bernadotte, U.N. Mediator on Pales- 
tine, shot dead by members of the Stern in the Israeli controlled 
sector of Jerusalem. His aide, Colonel Serot, was also killed. 
The Sternists who took part in this crime were either allowed to 


1 The Times, December 17, 1947. 
2 Ibid., December 22, 1947. 

3 Ibid., January 29, 1948. 

4 Ibid., February 4, 1948. 

5 Ibid., March 29, 1948. 

6 Ibid., April 7, 1948. 

7 Ibid., April 21, 1948. 

8 Ibid., April 29, 1948. 
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escape, or if imprisoned, had their terms gradually shortened. 
Freidman Yellin, the head of the Stern Organization, was sen- 
tenced to eight years’ imprisonment, but was released immediately 
afterwards and took his seat in the Israeli Parliament.! 


1 George Kirk, The Middle East, 1945-1950, Survey of International Affairs, 1939- 
1946, ed. by Arnold Toynbee (London: Oxford University Press, 1954), pp. 284-286. 
Israel’s failure to report to the U.N. on the assassination was condemned in U.N. 
Security Council Resolution No. 59 of October 19, 1948. 


PART III 1948-1956: 
Between the Palestine War and 
the Tripartite Invasion of Egypt 


A. Terror Against Israeli Arabs 


July 18-25, 1948 Israeli forces forcibly evacuate and destroy villages 
of Ein-Ghazal and Jabba, despite offer of negotiations by inha- 
bitants.} 


November 5, 1948 Inhabitants of village of Iqrit forcibly evacuated.? 


November 15, 1948 Inhabitants of village of Kafr Bar’am forcibly 
evacuated. 


February 4,1949 Inhabitants of village of Anan evicted. Half of them 
forced to cross border. All houses in village blown up.* 


February 28,1949 Seven hundred Arabs, refugees from their own 
villages, are expelled from Kafr Yasif. Most of them forced to 
cross border.§ 


1 Progress Report of the United Nations Mediator on Palestine, Official Records of the 
General Assembly, Third Session, Supplement No. 11 (A/648), p. 40. 

2 Sabri Jiryis, The Arabs in Israel, 1948-1966 (Beirut: Institute for Palestine Studies, 
1968), p. 57. 

8 Ibid. The villagers of Iqrit and Kafr Bar’am made various applications to return 
to their homes over the years, the latest in July 1972, all of which were rejected. 

4 Ibid. Three years later, when those who remained in Israel petitioned the Su- 
preme Court to be allowed to return to their homes, the Israeli army blew up all 
the houses in the village. 

§ Ibid. 
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June 5,1949 Inhabitants of Hisam, Qatiya and Jauneh expelled from 
Galilee to Safad area.} 


Fanuary 24, 1950 Israeli army expels inhabitants of Ghabisiya.* 
March 1950 Inhabitants of village of Batat expelled.® 


August 17,1950 Inhabitants of village of Mijdal expelled, some to 
Gaza.! 


February 1951 Inhabitants of 13 villages of Wadi Ara expelled over 
frontier.® 


March 1951 650 Arab civilians were expelled from areas in the demi- 
litarized zone on the Syrian-Israeli border. ‘This action was 
condemned by the Security Council on 18 May 1951. Israel 
refused to comply with the Council’s request to return those 
expelled.® 


November 17, 1951 Military detachment surrounds village of Buwai- 
shat, expels inhabitants and dynamites houses.’ 


September 1953 Inhabitants expelled from Umm al-Faraj, which is 
then blown up.® 


October 1953 Seven families expelled from village of Rihaniya, despite 
an Israeli Supreme Court order to the contrary.® 


September 2-3, 1950 Israeli troops using armoured cars supported by 
aircraft expel 4,071 beduins of the Azazmat tribe from the el Auja 
demilitarized zone on the Egyptian border into Egypt, forcing 
them to seek refuge in Sinai. During this operation 13 people 
were killed, including women and children.?° 


1 Ibid. 

2 Ibid. 

3 Ibid. 

4 Ibid. 

5 Ibid. 

® U.N. Yearbook, 1951, pp. 290-292. 

7 Jiryis, The Arabs in Israel, p. 57. 

8 Ibid., p. 58. 

® Ibid. 

10 Official Records of the Security Council, Fifth Year, 511th Meeting, 16 October 1956, 
No. 53, p. 3 and W. Bradford, Israeli Military Strategy, 1948-1962 (manuscript). 
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August 1952 Israeli Military Government forces al-Sanis tribe to 
leave al Laqiya, despite contrary order by Israeli courts.1 


Early Summer, 1953 Israeli planes attack beduins and their herds near 
el Auja demilitarized zone, while ground forces shoot men and 
animals and burn tents. Preparation for establishing an Israeli 
settlement in the area.’ 


September 1953 Israeli army units fire machine guns inside crowds of 
beduins of the Azazmat tribe during a period of many days, finally 
driving them into the Sinai desert.® 


October 30,1956 Baqqar tribe expelled into Syria from north of 
Israel.4 


[This list does not include] all the Arab villages whose inhabitants 
were expelled. There are many other empty Arab villages, either 
partly or completely demolished, and a large proportion of their 
former inhabitants live as refugees in different parts of Israel. 
Among them are the villages of Amqa, Saffuriya, Mansura, 
Mi’ar, Quwaiqat, Barwa, Damun and Ruways. But the above 
list of villages gives some idea of the extent of the operations 
undertaken by the Israeli authorities to rescue land during the 
first few years after the establishment of the State of Israel.* 


B. Harrassment and Intimidation of U.N. Personnel 


1. Testimony of E.H. Hutchison, Chairman of the Israeli-Jordanian 
Mixed Armistice Commission, 1951-1954 


Problems were numerous and varied along the Israeli-Arab 
borders but one of the most aggravating to the U.N. Military 
Observers was the Israelis’ attitude concerning their freedom of 
movement along the frontiers.® 


1 Commander E.H. Hutchison, Violent Truce: A Military Observer Looks at the Arab- 
Israeli Conflict, 1951-1955 (London: John Calder, 1956), pp. 33-35. 

2 Report to Security Council by Bennike, Chief of Staff of UNTSO, 27 October 
1953, reprinted in Jbid., pp. 168-169. 

3 Described in Haaretz, October 6, 1972. 

4 Jiryis, The Arabs in Israel, p. 58. 

5 Ibid. 

6 Hutchison, Violent Truce, p. 79. 
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An example follows: 


April 6,1951 Three U.N. Observers were surrounded by a group of 
armed Israelis near Mishmar Hay Yarden and threatened with 
death. They were told that the next time they were found there 
they would be shot.! 


2. Testimony of Major-General Carl von Horn, Chief-of-Staff 
of the U.N. Truce Supervision Organization between 1958 and 1963. 


During a visit to New York on U.N. business, Michael Comay, 
the Israeli Permanent Representative at the U.N., paid him a visit 
before a session of the Security Council: 


It was clear he had come to intimidate me [von Horn says]. It 
would be best, he advised, to forget all about that outdated U.N. 
idea of running a patrol boat on Lake Tiberias.... because the 
lake was essentially Israeli sovereign territory. After all, why did 
I waste my time insisting on so many things which I knew the 
Israelis opposed? It would be wise to listen to his advice, otherwise 
my life was bound to become a great deal more uncomfortable.” 


Later, von Horn was subjected to what he describes as all kinds of 
“vicious” propaganda, anonymous letters and open threats from the 
Israelis. He says: 


I had been warned that my only hopes of exit from Israel would 
now be in a coffin. 


C. Attacks Against American and British Institutions 
and Concerns Outside Palestine: The Lavon Affair 


In 1954, an Israeli spy ring operating under orders of the Israeli 
Ministry of Defence during Pinhas Lavon’s tenure of the office of 
Defence Minister, carried out a series of sabotage activities against 
Anglo-American institutions in Egypt. 

The targets included the British Consulate, libraries in Cairo and 


1 U.N. Yearbook, 1951, p. 287. 

2 Major-General Carl von Horn, Soldiering for Peace (London: Cassell, 1966), 
p. 263. 

8 Ibid. p. 281. 
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Alexandria, as well as the U.S.I.S. offices. These operations were 
timed to coincide with a crucial stage in Anglo-Egyptian negotiations 
concerning the British evacuation of Egypt. The immediate objective 
was to create the impression in Washington and London that the 
culprits were Egyptians. This was expected to further indicate the 
extent of hostility to the West in Egypt and the inability of the new 
Egyptian regime to maintain law and order. This would hopefully 
change the British mind about evacuating Egypt and temper 
Washington’s sympathy for the new Egyptian regime. The discovery 
by the Egyptians of the real culprits triggered off one of the most 
notorious scandals in Israeli domestic politics; the issue being whether 
Lavon had in fact given orders to the spy ring to operate or whether 
orders had been given by a military clique with the connivance of 
Ben Gurion behind the back of Lavon. 

A woman member of the spy ring, Miss Marcella Ninio, released 
from jail by the Egyptians after the 1967 war, was treated as a heroine 
by the Israeli authorities—Mrs. Golda Meir, the Prime Minister, 
attending her wedding.? 


D. Terror Against Jews 


Since Western Jews were reluctant to emigrate to the newly es- 
tablished Jewish State, the Israeli Government concentrated its 
attention on displacing the ancient Jewish communities in the Arab 
countries. The general Israeli attitude on this issue is perhaps well 
illustrated by the following statement by a Haganah leader: 


Our chief concern in Syria and Lebanon, was, as I have said, to 
persuade the youth to settle in Palestine. For the most part, the 
middle aged and the older Jews had become reconciled to their 
lot, and it was next to impossible to wean them from the attitudes 
and habits of generations and to fire them with zest for a new life 
in the land of their fathers. The idea of beginning life afresh was 
a little too much for them. 

We usually had to accept that attitude, but not the assumption 


1 Michael Bar-Zohar, Ben-Gurion: The Armed Prophet (Englewood Cliffs, N.J.: 
Prentice-Hall, 1968), pp. 181-184. See also H. Sachar, From the Ends of the Earth. 
(New York: Dell, 1970), p. 336. 

2 Fewish Observer and Middle East Review, November 10, 1971, p. 10. 
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that the young people were satisfied with their lot and with the 
prospect of going on in their parents’ immutable years. We were 
determined to get them to Palestine and to a life of freedom and 
of work in the service of the natural homeland.' 


The period 1948-1955 which saw the largest influx of oriental Jews 
from Arab countries into Israel witnessed also a prior and unprece- 
dented coincidence of disturbing events in the inter-communal rela- 
tions between the Jewish oriental communities and the populations in 
the Arab countries. The contemporary evidence of Jewish writers on 
the subject points in the direction of the existence of a deliberate Israeli 
policy to create this inter-communal tension in order to panic the 
oriental Jewish communities into emigration to Israel.? 


E. Terror Against Neighbouring Arab Territory 


1. Attacks Against Arab Villages, 
Mass Killings of Villagers and Civilians 


Fanuary 11,1952 Israeli forces attack Beit Jala, a village in Jordan near 
Jerusalem, killing 7 unarmed civilians, one man, two women and 
four children.? 


January 28/29, 1953 Israeli forces attack villages of Falame and Rantis 
in Jordan, killing mukhtar of Falame and wounding 7 other 
villagers.4 


April 22,1953 Israeli forces fire at unarmed civilians in open space in 
front of the Damascus Gate in Jerusalem. Ten killed.® 


October 14/15, 1953 Israeli force of approximately half a battalion 
attacks village of Qibiya in Jordan, blowing up 41 houses and a 


1 Munya Mardor, Haganah (New York: New American Library, 1964), p. 93. 

2 Elmer Berger, Who Knows Better Must Say So! (New York: American Council for 
Judaism, 1955). Also see Alfred Lilienthal, The Other Side of the Coin (New York: 
Devin-Adair, 1965), pp. 37-38; Elie Kedourie, The Chatham House Version and Other 
Middle Eastern Studies (London: Weidenfeld and Nicolson, 1970), p. 312. 

3 Hutchison, Violent Truce, pp. 12-14. 

4 Bennike report in Jbid., p. 155. 

5 Ibid. 
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school and murdering 42 men, women and children in cold 


blood.? 


March 28/29, 1954 Israeli force attacks village of Nahalin in Jordan, 
killing 9 and wounding 19.? 


September 1, 1955 Attacking Israeli party passed through the village 
of Bani Suheila, and machine gunned right and left.® 


December 11/12, 1955 Israeli force raids villages in Syria around Lake 
Tiberias, killing 12 civilians, including 3 women, and destroying 
many houses.* 


September 11/12, 1956 Israeli force blows up police post and school at 
Rahwa, killing 15. A school building built with UNRWA funds 
and just completed was blown up.° 


September 13, 1956 Israeli force destroys police post and school at 
Gharandal in Jordan, killing 9 policemen and 2 civilians.¢ 


September 25,1956 Israeli force blows up police station near Husan, 
killing 39, and a school near Wadi Fukin, in Jordan.’ 


2. Attacks Against Refugee Camps 


August 28,1953 Armed Israelis attack UNRWA refugee camp of 
Burelj in Gaza Strip, throwing grenades through the windows 
of huts and shooting refugees as they attempt to flee from the 
grenades, killing 20 and injuring 62.8 


April 4/5, 1956 Israelis shell Gaza with 120 mm mortars. Fire was 
centred on the middle of the town. 56 Arab civilians were killed 
and 103 wounded, men, women and children.® 


1 Ibid., pp. 156-161. 

2 Ibid., p. 55. 

3 Lieut.Gen. E.L.M. Burns, Between Arab and Israeli (London: Harrap, 1962), 
p- 90. 

4 Keesing’s, X (1955-1956), 14643A. 

5 Burns, Between Arab and Israeli, p. 166. 

6 Ibid. 

7 Ibid., pp. 167-168. 

§ Bennike report in Hutchison, Violent Truce, p. 168. 

® Burns, Between Arab and Israeli, p. 140. 
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3. Letter Bombs Again 


July 13,1956 Lt. Col. Mustafa Hafez, Egyptian Intelligence Officer 
in the Gaza strip, dies as he opens a parcel bomb.’ 


July 14,1956 Salah Mustafa, Egyptian Military Attaché in Amman, 
opens a parcel which appears to contain a book. It explodes, and 
several days later he dies from the wounds.’ 


1 Ibid., p. 164. 
2 Ibid. 


PART IV: The 1956 War 


and Occupation 


A. Massacre of Israeli Arabs — Kafr Kassem 


On the eve of the Israeli attack against Egypt in 1956, Israel decided 
to impose a curfew on Arab villages on the Israeli side of the border 
including the Arab Israeli village of Kafr Kassem. 

At 4.30 p.m., on 29 October 1956, Israeli Border Guards arrived at 
the village and announced that there would be a curfew from 5.00 p.m. 
the same night after which anyone not in his house would be shot. 
Many of the villagers were still working in the fields outside the village 
and could not be informed of the curfew. When they returned un- 
awares from work after 5.00 p.m. they were shot by the Border Guards, 
a total of 47 being killed. The victims included 7 children and nine 
women. 

Two years later, on 10 October 1958, the guards responsible for the 
massacre were sentenced to terms of between seven and seventeen 
years in jail. Public opinion in Israel sympathized with those convicted 
and all of them had been released from jail by the beginning of 1960. 
The second senior officer present at the time of the massacre, Lieu- 
tenant Joubrael Dahan, was appointed “officer responsible for Arab 
affairs,’ in the neighbouring Municipality of Ramle in September 
1960, although he had been sentenced two years before to 15 years’ 
imprisonment for direct complicity in the massacre of 43 of the Arabs 
of Kafr Kassem.? 


1 Jiryis, The Arabs in Israel, pp. 109-111. 
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B. Mass Killings of Civilians and Refugees 


The following are examples of Israeli conduct against Arab civilians 
under occupation: 


November 3, 1956 


The town of Khan Yunis and the Agency’s camp adjacent thereto 
were occupied by Israel troops on the morning of 3 November. 
A large number of civilians were killed at that time, but there is 
some conflict in the accounts given as to the causes of the casual- 
ties. The Israel authorities state there was resistance to their 
occupation and that the Palestinian refugees formed part of the 
resistance. On the other hand, the refugees state that all resistance 
had ceased at the time of the incident and that many unarmed 
civilians were killed as the Israel troops went through the town 
and camp, seeking men in possession of arms. The Director has 
received from sources he considers trustworthy lists of names of 
persons allegedly killed on 3 November, numbering 275 indivi- 
duals. ...} 


November 12, 1956 


Rafah. On 12 November a serious incident occurred in the 
Agency’s camp at Rafah. Both the Israel authorities and 
UNRWA’s other sources of information agree that a number of 
refugees were killed and wounded at that time by the occupying 
forces. Rafah is a very large camp (more than 32,000 refugees) 
and the loudspeaker vans which called upon the men to gather at 
designated screening-points was not heard by some of the refugee 
population.... Sufficient time was not allowed for all men to 
walk to the screening-points and get there before the designated 
hour. In the confusion, a large number of refugees ran toward 
the screening-points for fear of being late, and some Israel soldiers 
apparently panicked and opened fire on this running crowd. 
The Director has received from sources which he considers trust- 
worthy lists of names of persons allegedly killed at Rafah on 
12 November numbering 111.? 


1From a Report by Labouisse, UNRWA Director, quoted by Burns, Between 
Arab and Israeli, p. 140. 
2 Ibid. 


PART V: 1956-1967 


A. Terror Against Arabs 


1. Attacks Against Neighbouring Arab Territory: 
Killing of Civilians, Blowing Up of Houses 


February 4, 1959 Israeli patrol crosses Egyptian frontier south of Rafah, 
killing a woman and child and wounding another woman. 


February 17,1959 Israeli patrol ambushes four persons inside UAR 
territory, killing 2 and wounding 1.? 


March 16/17, 1962 Israeli artillery and aircraft attack unarmed village 
of Nugqeib in Syria, killing at least 30.° 


May 27,1965 Israeli forces attack houses, a factory and a fuel station 
across the Jordanian border, killing 2 adults and 3 children and 
wounding 2 adults and 3 children.* 


April 19/20, 1966 Israeli force blows up 19 houses in Rafat and 4 in 
Sheikh Hussein, in Jordan, killing 8 civilians.® 


November 13,1966 A large Israeli force, including tanks and armoured 
cars, attacks the village of Samu in Jordan, destroying 125 houses, 
a school and a clinic and 15 houses in another village, killing 18 
and wounding 54.°® 


1 Yearbook of the United Nations, 1959 (New York: U.N. Office of Public Infor- 
mation, 1960), p. 35. 

2 Ibid. 

3 yon Horn, Soldiering for Peace, pp. 267-268. 

4 Yearbook of the United Nations, 1965, p. 216. 

5 Yearbook of the United Nations, 1966, p. 172. 

8 Keesing’s, XVI (1967-1968), 21819. 
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2. Terror Against Israeli Arabs: Mass Expulsions 


October 6, 1959 Egypt-Israel Mixed Armistice Commission condemns 
Israel for expelling several hundred beduins of the Azazmat 
tribe from the Negev.? 


B. Terror Against West German Scientists in Egypt 


1. Parcel Bombs 


November 1962-March 1963 West German scientists working in Egypt 
receive 3 postal bombs. Two of them explode, killing six 
Egyptian scientists and blinding a female secretary. Federal 
Public Prosecutor’s Office in Karlsruhe announces they were 
mailed from Hamburg.’ 


2. Blowing Up of Planes and Kidnapping 
March 19, 1963 


The Swiss police announced the arrest of Yosef BenGal, ostensibly 
an official of the Israeli Ministry of Education, and an Austrian 
scientist, Dr. Otto Joklik. The two men were charged with 
threatening the life of a German scientist who was working on 
the development of military rockets in Egypt with a number 
of other German scientists. The arrest of the two triggered a 
whole series of wild and sensational stories in the European press 
about the Shin Bet;? about how parcel bombs had been sent to 
the German scientists, maiming some of their staff; about how 
another German had been kidnapped by the Israelis and allegedly 
held prisoner in Vienna; and about how a private plane carrying 
people connected with the Egyptian military project had exploded 
mysteriously in mid-air, killing its passengers. 

Whether or not Ben Gurion knew of the actions being carried out 
by Israeli agents against the German scientists is still uncertain. 
But after the arrests made those actions public, he split with Issar 


1 Menahem Mansoor, Political and Diplomatic History of the Arab World, 1900-1967: 
A Chronological Study (Washington: NCR/Microcard Editions, 1972), III (1953- 
1959), October 6, 1959. 

2 Keesing’s, XIV (1963-1964), 19635A. 

2 A Department of the Israel Intelligence Service. 
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Harel! over Harel’s “political evaluation’? of the German scientists’ 
role in Egypt. And although many Israelis are convinced Harel 
would not have acted without orders from Ben Gurion, he was 
forced to resign in the dispute with his imperious Prime Minister.? 


1 Tssar Harel was then Head of the Israeli Security Services. 
2 New York Times Magazine, February 8, 1970, p. 88, and Keesing’s, XIV (1963- 
1966), 19635A. 


PART VI: The June War, 1967 


A. Mass Killings and Mass Graves 


Story told by Fattah Muhammad el-Gharib: Speaks perfect 
English, spent a year at the American University of Beirut, worked 
for UNRWA at their camp in Rafah. It was there that he witnessed 
the shooting of 23 men who were left lying in the street for several 
days to terrorize others. They were finally buried in a mass grave. 
A second witness to this incident, Anmad H. Ghanem, who had three 
cousins shot at this time, verifies the story. 


Deeb Mahdi, ex-policeman, Gaza, was forced to continue his 
duties in the Israeli police force. As such he corroborates the story 
of twenty-three people being shot in Rafah camp in the Gaza strip 
and buried in a communal grave.? 


This evidence on the existence of a mass grave containing 23 bodies 
corroborates the story told by David Holden in the Sunday Times, 
when he reported that: 


In Gaza, according to UNRWA sources that I believe to be 
reliable, 144 inhabited houses in a refugee camp were bulldozed 
in a single night, and a recent communal grave in the camp that 
was excavated under UNRWA supervision contained 23 bodies.? 


1 Reported by the British Red Cross Representative during the War and published 
in the Daily Star (Beirut), August 17, 1968. 
2 Sunday Times, November 19, 1967. 
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B. Indiscriminate Killing and Brutality 
Against Civilians 


1. Brutality Against Individual Civilians 


a) Testimony of Winifred White Nucho, the American wife of Dr. Charles 
K. Nucho, head of the Hamlin Hospital, Hammana, Lebanon. 


Another friend who has recently come to us on her way tothe U.S. 
is the widow of the Warden of the Garden Tomb, Mrs. Mattar. 
The Mattars are of Jordanian nationality and for many years have 
been entrusted with the care of this beautiful spot which many 
believe may be the actual place where Jesus was buried. 

On June 5th, when the war broke out and shells were falling all 
around them, the Mattars and their German assistant, Sigrid, found 
their best place of refuge to be the Tomb itself. They stayed there 
all of Monday and Monday night. During a lull in bombardment 
Mr. Mattar said he was going across the compound to the house — 
a hundred yards away .... Before he left he providentially gave his 
wife the money he was carrying. Some time later Mrs. Mattar 
and Sigrid heard someone banging on the garden gate. They heard 
Mr. Mattar walking out to answer and heard him say, “Good 
morning” and then a blast of machine-gun fire. The Israeli soldiers 
then came into the garden and shot into the tomb where the two 
ladies were. When she heard them reload, Sigrid dashed out scream- 
ing. The soldiers, taken aback by the presence of an obvious 
foreigner, moved on without a word and wantonly machine- 
gunned the house from top to bottom. 


b) Testimony of the World Council for Peace 


In Kan Dannun refugee camp, not very far from Damascus, we 
were told the story of a man named Mohammad El Kudsi of the 
villaye al-Khusheneya. This Arab citizen, with his wife, two teen- 
age daughters and two sons was sitting in his home when the Israeli 
soldiers entered. ““Why are you still staying here?” they asked. 
Mohammad El Kudsi answered: “I am a civilian.” The reply 
came quickly: “Civilian or no civilian, you have no place in this 
village.” 

And then came the agony. The invaders asked: “You have two 


1 Mrs. Winifred White Nucho, “An Open Letter’’ (Beirut, July 4, 1967). 
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sons and two daughters. Shall we take the sons or shall we take the 
daughters?” 

El Kudsi asked for time. And he consulted together with his family. 
The boys said that they would go: the girls must be saved from 
the invaders. The father came to the Israeli soldiers and said: 
“Take my sons.’’... 

The Israeli soldiers took the two sons out and shot them outside 
their door. Then they returned. And they took the girls .... Their 
screams could be heard for a long, long while. 

This story is not an exception. It was merely one of many that 
we heard of the way the Israeli soldiers acted in the villages. 


2. Attempt to Use Children as Hostages 


The following is another excerpt from “An Open Letter’, written by 
Winifred White Nucho: 


While a number of families were huddled in the blackness of the 
Dominican cellar, an Israeli soldier came down and ordered all 
the children to be brought upstairs. They were to be used as 
hostages in the face of Jordanian fire. The youngsters clung to 
their mothers in terror as the soldier’s flashlight placed into all 
the corners. Then to the credit of this particular soldier at least, 
let it be said that he remarked, “I am the son of a mother, too,”’ 
and changed his mind.? 


C. Brutality Against P.O.W.s 


1. General Brutality 
Testimony of the London Times 


Three Polish engineers, captured by Israel troops in the Sinai 
Desert, reported that Egyptian prisoners of war in a desert camp 
were made to lie motionless on the sand for many hours while 
Israel soldiers punished the slightest move by striking with rifle 
butts or beatings.’ 


1 Report issued by the World Council for Peace after a visit by its members to 
Syria in the summer of 1967. The Report is entitled: The Truth About the War in the 
Middle East. 

2 Nucho, ‘‘An Open Letter.”’ 

3 The Times, June 15, 1967. 
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June 15,1967 Israel did not allow the International Red Cross to 
operate in the Sinai desert until 15 June 1967, five days after 
the cessation of hostilities. Thousands of Egyptian soldiers were 
thus left to perish in the desert from thirst and hunger, as well as 
hundreds of wounded whom relief could not reach in time.! 


We saw burned men from Sinai, brought back in Red Cross 
aircraft, and one man from the Ismailia area. Then we saw 22 
years old Corporal Souilen Abdel Rasoul Gadall, who had been 
in a tank near Rafah, in the Gaza Strip. He had lost his left arm 
and been hit by nine bullets. Some had been fired into him, he 
said, while he was being interrogated after his capture on the 
first day of the war. He had been held for 72 hours and had 
been hung upside down by his feet, he said — for how long, it 
was not clear. When he asked for a drink they shot at him. A 
bottle of water was rigged to drip onto his body but not into his 
mouth.? 


2. Forcing P.O.W.s to Cross the Desert Barefooted 


During the 1967 war the Israelis used a combination of psychological 
and physical torture on Egyptian prisoners of war. One way in which 
this was done was to leave thousands of starved and thirsty men to 
make their own back to the Canal across the burning desert under the 
humanitarian pretence that Israel was not interested in prisoners of 
war as such. Another more subtle method of torture was to strip pri- 
soners of their boots and then deliberately let them loose in the desert. 
The temperature in the Sinai desert in June approaches 40° centigrade 
in the shade and 60° in the sun, so that anyone trying to walk bootless 
in the sand would suffer from serious burns. Pictures were then taken 
of piles of boots to establish a myth about Egyptian soldiers fleeing 
the battlefield without their boots on in order to escape faster. (See 
photographs facing pages 48 and 49.) 


1 Ibid. 
t Ibid., June 19, 1967. 
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D. Dynamiting of Urban Quarters and Entire 


Villages and Mass Expulsion of Inhabitants 


1. Testimony of Sister Marie-Thérése 


a) Jerusalem 


June 12,1967 In Jerusalem 400 families were evicted from the 


Moroccan quarter after 3 hours’ notice to evacuate their homes. 
The houses were bulldozed to make way for a paved square in 
front of the Wailing Wall. 


June 17,1967 On June 17th at 4 a.m., the army ordered the 


inhabitants of the former Jewish quarter and the surrounding 
houses to leave the premises within 24 hours. This measure 
affected several hundred families who could be observed all day 
carrying their belongings through the alleys of Jerusalem. Some 
of them were able to find refuge with relatives or friends. The 
majority had to leave town.? 


b) Qalqilya (West Bank) 


At Nablus we saw hundreds of families under the olive trees; 
they slept in the open. They told us they were from Qalkilya and 
were not allowed to go back. We went to Qalkilya to see what was 
happening; we received a sinister impression. The city was being 
blown up by dynamite... .3 


Bett Nuba, Yalu, Amwas 


And now we see what the Israelis do not want us to see: three 
villages systematically destroyed by dynamite and bulldozers. Alone, 
in dead silence, donkeys wander among the ruins. Here and there, 
smashed furniture, a torn cushion protrude from the rubble of 
stones and cement. A kitchen pot and a blanket abandoned in the 
middle of the road. They had no time to carry anything away .. .4 


1Jerusalem Diary of Sister Marie-Thérése, in Cahiers du Témoignage Chrétien 


(Paris), July 27, 1967. 


2 Ibid. 
8 Ibid. 
4 Ibid. 
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2. Testimony of Christian Science Monitor 


3. Testimony of the Guardian 


People are forced out of their homes at a few hours’ notice. Their 
homes are blown up and ploughed under by bulldozers. 

Reports from senior officials of the UN Relief and Works Agency 
for Palestine Refugees said that in many cases the Israelis had 
apparently forced the Palestinian occupants from their homes 
and driven them from permanent refugee camps by bombing 
during the fighting which began a week ago today. 

The majority of the refugees arriving on Jordan’s East Bank 
were previously dispossessed refugees. But a concerted effort 
appears to have been made by the Israelis to drive the non- 
refugee Palestinians from the towns and villages near the 
Jordan-Israel 1949 armistice line. Arriving refugees told the 
UN officials that in a number of West Bank towns Israeli 
loudspeaker vans announced that buses would be ready to trans- 
port them within two hours. The vans issued warnings: ‘We 
cannot tell what will happen if you remain,” the refugees 
claimed.? 


E. Wanton Destruction of Civilian Property 


June 11, 1967 In Gaza one act of wanton destruction can be seen in 
the tank tracks going down to the beach through a whole line 
of innocent fishing boats crushing them into pulp.? 


F. Looting of Cities 


From the day following the entry of the troops into the entire 
occupied zone, almost all motor vehicles were stolen, many shops 
looted, private houses invaded and sacked although in many 
cases the owners were present. Many soldiers took watches, 


1 Christian Science Monitor, June 24, 1967. 
2 The Guardian, June 13, 1967. 
8 The Times, June 12, 1967. 
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bracelets, money and transistor radios by force. There are reports 


of murders committed for theft. (Israeli witnesses.)} 


Psychological Warfare to Induce Mass 
Civilian Exodus 


1. Some General Examples 


Fune7,1967 Qalgilya. Wednesday, at 4: 00 p.m., an officer came to 


say: “Leave the village because Iraqi planes are going to bomb 
it.” Then they took them by bus to Azzun, about 25 miles away.’ 


June 8,1967 Surif. On Thursday, 8th [of June], after the surrender of 


Hebron, the inhabitants of this village hoisted white flags on 
the houses and the elders went out to meet the Israeli Army. 
The Jordanian Army had left the day before. At 4 p.m. Israeli 
soldiers entered the village, fired shots in the air and said in 
Arabic: “The time of reckoning has come. You are rabbits. 
You have ten minutes to go out to the mountain. If you leave, 
your lives will be safe.” All fled to the moutain, except an old 
man who was shot down by several volleys of sub-machine gun 
fire. A quarter of an hour later, the inhabitants heard explosions. 
(Some of the inhabitants were still out in the open on the 3rd 
of July.) They noticed that 13 houses, the best in the village, 
had been destroyed, leaving 20 families without shelter.® 


June 9,1967 Bethlehem. (Israeli tanks are in front of the Basilica, their 


guns pointed at the town. The people of Bethlehem are numb. 
As soon as the Israelis arrived, Israeli cars circulated with 
amplifiers saying in Arabic: ‘You have two hours to leave your 
homes and flee towards Jericho and Amman; otherwise, your 
houses will be bombarded.” This time we are determined 
to note down everything and to make a report to the Israeli 
authorities in order to save what can still be saved of peace in 


1 Report Submitted to Israeli Authorities by Father Paul Gauthier, Father André 
Houppertz, and Sister Marie-Thérése and published in Cahiers du Témoignage 
Chrétien (Paris), July 27, 1967. 

2 Jerusalem Diary of Sister Marie-Thérése. 

3 Ibid. 
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Israeli soldiers making Egyptian soldiers remove their boots before turning them loose in the desert. 
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Egyptian soldier arriving at Ismailia with his feet scorched by the 60°C 
temperature in the desert. (The Times, June 15, 1972) 
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the future, for these incitements and psychological pressures to 
make the Arabs flee are too serious a matter.} 


June 18,1967 Ferusalem. In Jerusalem, on Sunday, 18th of June, 
Israeli soldiers circulated firing shots, while loudspeakers broadcast 
the following: “It is forbidden to circulate during curfew, which 
will last all day tomorrow. Those who wish to go to Amman 
may do so. Buses are available for them.’’? 


Similar things happened in other villages. 

Every facility was given to the population with a good measure of 
insistence (propaganda by poster, radio and loudspeakers) to 
leave the country and head for Amman, but no possibility was 
granted in the other direction.® 


2. Strafing and Firing on Refugee Columns 


June 14,1967 ‘The correspondent of the British daily, The Guardian, 
says: “Israeli aircraft frequently strafed the refugees on the road 
from Jerusalem to Jericho, destroying and burning.’’4 


June 21,1967 Israeli troops supervising the crossing introduced a 
dangerous new element today by firing their submachine-guns 
over the heads of the straggling line of refugees. . . The disturbing 
feature is that there was no obvious point to this display of 
strength. The refugees were already bewildered enough and 
to risk causing a panic among already frightened people borders 
on military lunacy.® 


H. Killing and Intimidation of UN Personnel 


June 5,1967 An Indian road convoy of the UNEF was strafed by an 
Israeli fighter aircraft.é 


On August 2, The Times reported that the Indian Government 


1 Ibid, 

2 Ibid. 

3 Ibid. 

4 The Guardian, June 14, 1967. 
§ The Times, June 22, 1967. 

6 I[bid., June 6, 1967. 
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handed an aide mémoire to the Israel Consul General in Delhi complain- 
ing about the incident. The aide mémoire says: “An Israeli tank in 
Gaza deliberately fired on an Indian UNEF vehicle from five yards 
and then deliberately squashed the driver to death knowing that he 
was a member of the United Nations. The Israel forces,” the Indian 
aide mémoire adds, “‘ on five occasions deliberately attacked Indian 
UNEF staff killing eleven and wounding twenty-four. ’”! 


On 14 July 1967, U.N. Secretary-General U Thant reported 
that Israeli troops have ill-treated officers of the U.N. Emergency 
Force and had looted their personal property and office 
equipment during the early days of the Middle East conflict. 
At the Rafah U.N.E.F. camp, Mr. Thant said, members of U.N. 
international and military staff were compelled by an Israeli 
officer to sleep on the ground all night without food or water.? 


I. Attacks on Hospitals 


1. Napalm Attacks Against Hospitals 


The worst-hit building in the whole of Jerusalem is the Augusta 
Victoria hospital on a hill next to the Mount of Olives. The Israelis 
say they bombed it because it was being used by the Jordanian Army, 
but for once their intelligence seems to have been faulty. As far as I 
could see the building was a hospital and nothing else. Luckily no one 
was hurt — patients and staff were sheltering in the basement — but 
one whole wing was destroyed and with it research work of a life- 
time.? 


Four Israeli jets dropped Napalm canisters on the Augusta Victoria 
[hospital] in Jerusalem.* 


2. Brutal Treatment of Hospital Staffs and Patients 


An Army officer ordered a search of the holy place [a convent of nuns] 
transformed into a hospital during the war. To the protests of the 
directors of this place, recalling the Geneva Convention, the laws of 


1 Ibid., August 2, 1967. 

2 New York Herald Tribune, July 15/16, 1967. 
3 The Economist, July 1, 1967. 

4 Life Magazine, July 3, 1967. 
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humanity, and the glorious past of these nuns in behalf of the Jews, 
this high official and this officer took violent exception. The search 
of the convent took place at about 4 o’clock. The Israeli soldiers 
entered under arms and made the wounded and the medical personnel 
go out into the street, face to the wall and hands over their heads, 
with submachine guns trained on them. After the search, though 
nothing was found inside the building, the Israeli soldiers took the 
wounded and the medical personnel away on foot. 

At the insistence of the Israeli officer, the Mother Superior had to 
write and sign a paper stating that everything had gone well. The 
Israeli soldiers brought back the wounded and the medical personnel 
at about 1la.m., and said that they had not been able to complete the 
necessary formalities, and that they would come back for them the 
following day. The next day, they asked the nuns to evacuate all 
the wounded. 

The French Consul arrived on the premises and protested against this 
search conducted in a holy place falling within jurisdiction of his 
Consulate. The Israeli soldiers simply disregarded his protest.? 


1 Cahiers du Témoignage Chrétien (Paris), No. 46, p. 50. 


PART VII: 1967-1972 


A. Terror Against Arabs Under Occupation 


1. Mass Executions, Massacre of Unarmed 
Refugees Returning Home 


Those who had fled across the Jordan River during the fighting 
were indiscriminately shot when they attempted to return. As 
described by an Israeli soldier who took part in the operations between 
the end of July and the beginning of August: 


Every night Arabs cross the Jordan from East to West. We 
blocked the passages (i.e. the places where the river is shallow 
and can be crossed by foot) and were ordered to shoot to kill 
without warning. Indeed, we fired such shots every night on 
men, women and children. Even during moonlit nights when 
we could identify the people, that is — distinguish between men, 
women and children. In the mornings we searched the area 
and, by explicit order from the officer on the spot, shot the living, 
including those who hid, or were wounded. After killing them 
we covered them with earth, sometimes left them lying there 
until a bulldozer came to bury them. Some of these people 
are intelligence agents; some are armed infiltrators; some are 
smugglers. Mostly though they are former inhabitants of the 
West Bank who have not received an Israeli permit to return. 
There were some cases I’ll never forget. One morning we found 
two men, unwounded. The officer ordered us to kill them and 
we shot them on the spot. Once we found two men wounded 
in the legs. We talked to them, took their papers, and then the 
officer ordered us to kill them. They understood from our gestures 
what went on and desperately pleaded for their lives. We all 
left the place except one who volunteered to kill them. He had 
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to fire six times before they were dead. The stories are many. ’'m 
only telling of events I saw with my own eyes, but stories by 
other soldiers are abundant. I heard of soldiers setting fire to 
heaps of bodies. 

One morning I saw bodies in a heap, among them was a young 
girl. On another occasion an El-Fatah man pleaded for his life; 
when he saw it was useless he cursed us and took the bullets. 
One night a group of about twenty crossed. We shot them. In 
the morning we found 11 bodies .... 

During the time of my service, long after the war, we fired 
shots in our sector every night. Every night people were shot; 
every morning the wounded were killed. So too were those 
who were caught unwounded.? 


2. Indiscriminate Killings and Brutality during Curfews, 
Searches and Demonstrations 


The following are examples of the control of demonstrations by 
the Israeli army: 


January 20,1969 Israeli soldiers fire into a crowd of demonstrators 
at Rafah, killing a woman and injuring 9 other women and girls.* 


February 2,1969 Israeli troops armed with clubs charge demonstrating 
high school girls in Gaza, injuring 90.3 


February 19, 1969 Israeli soldiers pursue demonstrating girls into 
schoolhouse and beat them with clubs, injuring both students 
and teachers.‘ 


February 1969 Crowd of elderly women protesting rumoured arrest 
of Mayor of al-Bireh beaten with hands, sticks and guns.® 


March 29,1969 Israeli soldiers beat up community leaders during 
suppression of demonstration in Nablus.® 


1 Israeli Imperial News, March 1968. Israeli Imperial News is published in London by 
members of the Israeli Socialist Party, Matzpen. 

2 New York Times, January 21, 1969. 

3 The Times, February 3, 1969. 

4 The Observer, February 23, 1969. 

5 Ibid. 

6 Le Monde, April 2, 1969. 
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In 1970 eighteen unarmed civilians were killed during curfews in 
Gaza alone.} 

The following are some examples of Israeli conduct during curfews 
in Gaza and the West Bank: 


February 13,1970 Israeli army patrol, noticing a group of people in 
an orchard south of Dir el-Balah in the Gaza strip, an area under 
curfew, opens fire, killing one woman and wounding another.’ 


February 14,1970 Israeli troops fire at a fleeing suspect in Gaza City, 
killing a 14-year old Arab bystander and wounding 3 others, 
including 2 children.* 


Fune 10,1970 Israeli army patrol opens fire on “suspicious persons” 
during curfew in Beit Hanun in the West Bank, killing an elderly 
man and severely wounding a 30-year old woman.? 


Fune 29,1970 Israeli army patrol opens fire on persons violating the 
curfew in the Gaza strip, killing a woman.® 


Curfews were imposed arbitrarily and without warning, and in 
such a way as to inflict suffering and instil terror. 


As described in The Observer: 


Curfews in refugee camps are often accompanied by the rounding 
up of all male inhabitants between the ages of 16 and 60 and 
compelling them to spend hours — in some cases up to three days— 
in open compounds. In one case at least they were herded into a 
shallow lake. During curfew hours there are bursts of rifle or 
sub-machine gun fire to discourage people from leaving their 
houses or approaching the area under curfew from outside. 

For the Gaza strip’s 210, 000 refugees, in camps, these repressive 
measures are particularly painful. They depend entirely on 
UNRWA for food and welfare services. During curfew, the 


1 Figures taken from Jerusalem Post of February 15, March 12 and 16, April 3 and 
22, June 21, July 1, October 4, and December 9, 1970; Herald Tribune of May 20 and 
September 19, 1970, Reuters, Daily Star (Beirut), May 31 and June 12, 1970; Le 
Monde, June 10, 1970. 

2 Ferusalem Post, February 15, 1970. 

3 Announced by Israeli military spokesman and reported by news agencies. Daily 
Star (Beirut), February 15, 1970. 

4 Ferusalem Post, June 12, 1970. 

5 Ibid., July 1, 1970. 
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distribution of rations is disrupted or stopped, as access to the 
camp is prohibited and UNRWA staff must request special 
permission from the military authorities to enter compounds. 
When Gaza Beach camp was under curfew for six days recently 
there was no food distribution for five days. 

There is no running water in camp houses and 75 percent of the 
latrines are in the camp streets. Refugee families, which are 
usually large, are compelled during curfew to remain in their 
hutlike houses day and night with a break of one or two hours 
after the first day. This is not sufficient to allow them to collect 
water, use latrines and — when permission is granted — receive 
their rations. 


The Sisters of Bethlehem tell a similar story about the West Bank: 


“We realized that something odd was happening at Mouttala 
when we did not see anyone from the village at our dispensary 
at the foot of the mountain,” related the Sisters of Bethlehem. 
So the Mother Superior and a man went up there. “The people 
of the village were shut in their houses, surrounded by the army. 
They were forbidden to leave their houses, even to open windows 
or doors. No one could get in. We obtained permission to enter 
the village for three hours a day (from 8 to 11) to bring them 
medicine and to care for the sick. What a sight we saw as we 
entered the first houses. Those poor people shut up in the dark, 
terrified, without air, without food, without milk for the children, 
and particularly without any water for five days .... but the 
most humiliating thing for them (they are bedouins, very poor 
but very proud) was to have to use a corner of their room as a 
lavatory. It was vile, inhuman.’ 


The same brutality characterized the general conduct of the Israeli 
army particularly during searches: 


Ha’olam Hazeh published reports of inhabitants being flogged and 
children fired at in the Gaza Strip and added that Israelis working 
in the Strip are complaining about the behaviour of the Border 
Guards.’ 


1 Irene Beeson in The Observer, January 26, 1968. 
2 Josette Alia, Nouvel Observateur, January 5-11, 1970. 
3 ql-Ittihad (Haifa), January 22, 1971. 
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— Many people were brought to hospital suffering from broken 
bones. 

- At Army aid stations, it was seen that many people had been 
flogged on their bare backs, resulting in dangerous blisters. 

— Search patrols pull down houses, destroy furniture and 
property and plunder watches and jewelry. 

— Members of patrols and Border Guards, claiming they are 
searching women, strip them and leave them naked in 
the streets. Some nurses driving in a bus on their way to 
hospital were searched this way.... The Red Cross pro- 
tested against this treatment, with the result that later 
women were stripped in side streets and refugee camps, 
rather than in the main streets. 


One of the biggest camps in Gaza was sealed off for a month for 
a house-to-house search in the camp and out in the street baton- 
happy, and occasionally trigger-happy soldiers and border police 
filled up the hospital wards in a week which, by the benevolent 
standards of Israeli military rule, is remembered as a week of 
terror.... The files at the Israeli High Command in Tel-Aviv 
show that during one month 35 Gaza civilians were admitted 
to hospital or visited by a doctor after rough handling. Seven 
had fractures from blows. One is listed as having died from 
stray Israeli bullets fired at fleeing suspects.* 


3. Torture of Detainees 


Since there is no death sentence in Israel, the Israeli authorities 
prefer to liquidate their prisoners.® 


George de Carvalho wrote: 


From interrogation rooms I heard prisoners shrieking and sob- 
bing. Captured “‘terrorists’? must expect torture but it was hor- 
rible to hear.* 


1 Ibid., January 29, 1971. 

2 The Observer, August 1, 1971. 

3 Daniel Guérin, Le Monde, April 14, 1968. 
4 Life Magazine, April 15, 1968. 
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Amnesty’s Report 


Extracts from the Report by Amnesty International, 
Published in April 1970, on “The Treatment of 
Certain Prisoners Under Interrogation in Israel’”’ 


The Situation 


2. As is well known, the Occupied Territories are under Israeli 
military administration and the military authorities, under the 
Defence (Emergency) Regulations 1945, have extensive powers 
of detention and imprisonment. According to the information 
available to Amnesty up to January 1970, some 80 Arabs are 
arrested each week under this legislation. 


Amnesty’s Concern 


3. Amnesty does not contest the need for strict measures and deten- 
tion in political and military situations which are characterised— 
as they are in these territories today—by guerrilla warfare. Am- 
nesty is, however, concerned that the treatment of such prisoners 
and detainees should be in conformity with the Standard 
Minimum Rules for the Treatment of Prisoners (approved by 
the Economic and Social Council of the United Nations in 1957) 
and with the U.N. Declaration of Human Rights, especially 
Article 5 which reads: 

“No one shall be subjected to torture or to cruel, inhuman or 
degrading treatment or punishment.” 


4, During the last two years, Amnesty’s representatives have made a 
number of visits to the Middle East. In the course of these journeys, 
a number of those previously imprisoned or detained in Israel 
and the Occupied Territories approached the representatives 
with serious allegations of the maltreatment of Arab prisoners 
by Israeli personnel. 


5. If these allegations are true, then extremely brutal torture is used 
on a not inconsiderable number of those detained. They would 
also seem to imply that such ill-treatment is continuing up to 
the present time. 
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Most of the recent allegations of torture refer to the period during 
which the prisoner is held for investigation and interrogation—a 
period which may last for several months—and before he is 
brought to court or committed to administrative detention. 
Allegations were also made that, during this period, the prisoner 
is denied access both to his lawyer and to the Red Cross 
representatives. 


Amnesty’s Action 


7. 


10. 


In an area of conflict such as the Middle East at the present time, 
it is inevitable that there should, from both sides, be allegations 
of the ill-treatment of prisoners. 


. Nevertheless, the allegations made to Amnesty’s representatives 


during their investigations cannot be brushed aside. The forms 
of the alleged tortures were clearly described. The prisons, centres 
of interrogation, the periods within which torture was alleged to 
have taken place and the description, names—or pseudonyms— 
of the alleged torturers were also given. The material in Amnesty’s 
possession includes not only the foregoing, but also photographs 
and medical reports relating to complainants now in Jordan. 
Amnesty has, moreover, received from sources inside Israel and 
the Occupied Territories as well as from outside the names of 
men and women still (up to January 1970) in Israeli prisons who 
are alleged either themselves to have been tortured or to have 
been witness to the effects of torture on their fellow prisoners. 
(Appendix I gives four typical case histories. These are selected 
from the larger number of similar cases compiled by Amnesty 
investigators as a result of their inquiries in both Israel and the 
Arab countries.) 


. At the present point in time, Amnesty restricts itself to claiming 


that the serious nature of these allegations warrants immediate 
inquiry so that their truth can be tested and the practice of torture, 
if it exists, can be brought immediately to an end. 


In Amnesty’s view such an investigation as is needed can be carried 
out with the necessary speed and vigour only by a Commission of 
Inquiry whose impartiality is beyond question and which is fully 
empowered to call for documents and to subpoena witnesses. 
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11. For twelve months now, Amnesty has pressed this point of view 


on the Israeli government and has gone to considerable lengths 
in delaying its own action in order to give the government time to 
consider its proposals. The Israeli government has, however, up to 
the present, not acceded to this proposal. Amnesty has, with the 
greatest reluctance, come to the conclusion that no useful purpose 
would be served by further delay and has, therefore, taken the 
decision to publish. 


Amnesty’s Appeal to the Israeli Government 


12. The International Executive Committee of Amnesty Interna- 


tional, having considered the prima facie evidence of the maltreat- 
ment of some of those held in Israeli detention centres and having 
reviewed the inconclusive nature of its negotiations with the Israeli 
government decides that: 


(a) it must again request the Israeli government to agree to the 
setting up of a Commission of Inquiry to investigate the alle- 
gations and so clear its good name. If such a Commission 
were international in composition, its judgement would 
go very far indeed to dispel the present widespread anxieties. 


(b) onthe Israeli government’s announcing its decision to set up 
such a Commission, Amnesty International will give all the 
assistance it can to ensure that the fullest evidence is 
produced before it. 


Appendix: Summaries of Four Case Histories 


1. Mr. A.—from GAZA 


Town or place of residence: 
Age: 

Date of Arrest: 

Place(s) of detention: 


Charges and/or trial: 


Period of interrogation and/or detention: 


Jerash Camp — Jordan 
30 

6 June 1967 

ATLIT 

Nil 

2 months — released 
August 1967 
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Nature of allegations : 


After being taken prisoner on the second day of the June War, com- 
plainant was kept in solitary confinement for a week. At the end of 
this period he was beaten by a group of soldiers, and on the following 
day taken to a cell where he was strapped to a table and flogged. 
During this time he was told to confess that he was a guerrilla and 
asked for information concerning guerrillas generally. He was returned 
to his cell with four broken teeth. On the following day the procedure 
was repeated; but in addition he was stood up against a wall, when 
his chest was slashed with a knife which inflicted seven parallel wounds 
and at the same time had one arm badly cut. His back and hands were 
burnt with lighted cigarettes. (Photographs of injuries and medical 
reports available). 


2. Mr. B.—from NABLUS—taxi-driver 


Town or place of residence: Amman — Jordan 

Age: 40 

Date of Arrest: 19 September 1967 

place(s) of detention: NABLUS — RAMLE — 
SARAFAND and BEIT LID 

Charges and/or trial: Nil 


Nature of allegations : 


Arrested at 23.00 in his house and taken immediately to NABLUS 
police station, whereupon he was beaten up by six officers and sub- 
jected to electric shocks to various parts of his body until he lost con- 
ciousness at about 4.00. On coming round he was given a glass of 
urine to drink; when he refused to do so he was again beaten un- 
conscious. Complainant was later transferred to SARAFAND where 
he was subjected to intensive interrogation concerning guerrillas which 
on occasions entailed the following treatment: 


(i) being handcuffed with hands behind his back and having his 
feet shackled, then suspended naked by the wrists from a win- 
dow bar. In this position he was whipped all over his body, a 
small rubber stick being used exclusively on the genitals. 
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(ii) being placed in the centre of a small room into which opened 
two doors opposite to each other. One arm would be tied to one 
open door and the other to the opposite door. Four soldiers 
would then rapidly shut and open the doors many times in suc- 
cession. 


3. Mr. C.—from El Bireh, RAMALLAH—motor mechanic 


Town or place of residence: Amman — Jordan 
Age: 26 
Date of Arrest: 12 July 1968 
Place(s) of detention: RAMALLAH - SARAFAND 
Period of interrogation and/or 
detention: 7 months — released 13.2.69 
Charges and/or trial: Nil 
Nature of allegations : 


Arrested in his house at 3.00 in the morning and taken to RAMAL- 
LAH H.Q. where he was beaten into unconsciousness. This interro- 
gation continued for 3 weeks. He was later transferred to SARAFAND 
where interrogation entailed the following treatment: 


(i) being handcuffed, hands behind back and feet shackled and 
being suspended by the wrists from a window bar. In this posi- 
tion he was whipped and one of the interrogators would stand 
on his feet shackles greatly increasing the strain. 


(ii) attaching alligator clips to his ears and genitals and passing an 
electric current through them. 


(iii) inserting a biro type refill into the penis until it bled. 


(iv) running water on the weals produced by whipping and then 
puffing sulphur on them. 


(v) crushing finger tips between the door hinges and frame. 


(vi) having a water hose inserted into his mouth and the tap turned 
on. An interrogator would then stand on his stomach forcing 
the water out of his mouth. 


62 Who are the Terrorists? 


4, Miss D.—from NABLUS—student 


Town or place of residence: Amman — Jordan 
Age: 18 
Date of Arrest: 14 March 1969 
Place(s) of detention: NABLUS 
Period of interrogation and/or 

detention: 43 days — released 26 

April 1969 

Charges and/or trial: Nil 


Nature of allegations : 


Arrested with her mother and sister and segregated. Interrogated at 
NABLUS Police Station. Asked whether she knew a certain girl, on 
her replying “no” she was grabbed by the hair by the chief interro- 
gator and thrown to the floor where she was beaten in front of her 
mother, who was accused of hiding a member of the guerrillas in her 
house. When her mother pleaded with the interrogator to stop beat- 
ing her daughter, she was struck on the forehead with the rod which 
cut it open. 
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According to E.C. Hodgkin, Foreign Editor of The Times: 


About 90 Palestinians, as far as I could calculate, have so far been 
pushed over the border into Jordan. Most are people who were 
prominent in West Bank life — the former mayor of Jerusalem and 
the present mayor of Ramallah, for example; judges, lawyers, 
doctors, teachers and so on.? 


5. Destruction of Villages and Urban Quarters and Mass 
Displacement and Expulsion of Inhabitants 


a) Testimony of Mr. John Reddaway, Director General of UNRWA 


John Reddaway, Deputy Commissioner General of UNRWA 
said he thought one area in the Armenian quarter near the 
Wailing Wall would be used as a parking lot for cars. He said 
that in addition, 16,000 persons had been left homeless after the 
Israelis demolished buildings in West Bank villages. In Qalqilia 
alone, at least 850 out of 2,000 dwellings had been bulldozed. 
He also said: “Heavy demolitions had taken place in the Latroun 
area, and refugee shelters had been systematically demolished in 
return for minor incidents.” 

He went on to say that some refugees there told him their houses 
had been blown up at 4:30 a.m. and between forty and seventy 
people had been killed as a result. He said he had seen some of 
their graves.” 


b) Testimony of Israeli Soldier Fournalist Amos Kenan 


The unit commander told us that it had been decided to blow up 
three villages in our sector; they were Beit-Nuba, Amaos, and 
Yalu. This was explained by strategic, tactical, and security 
considerations. First—to straighten the border at Latrun. 
Second—to punish the bases of murderers. Third—to prevent 
the setting up of bases for future infiltration. One can argue 
about this idiotic concept of collective punishment, which believes 
that if an infiltrator loses one house he will not find another. One 
can argue about the expediency of increasing the number of our 
future enemies. But what is the use of arguing? 


1 The Times, October 28, 1969. 
2 Agencies, Daily Star (Beirut), July 21, 1967. 
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We were told to search the houses of the village, to take prisoners 
any armed men. Unarmed people were to be allowed to pack up 
their belongings and to be told to go to the nearby village of 
Beit-Sura. We were ordered to block the entrances of the village 
and prevent inhabitants returning to the village from their hide- 
outs, after they had heard Israeli broadcasts urging them to go 
back to their homes. The order was to shoot over their heads and 
tell them not to enter the village. 

Beit Nuba is built of fine quarry stones; some of the houses are 
magnificent. Every house is surrounded by an orchard, olive 
trees, apricots, vines, and presses. They are well kept. Among 
the trees there are carefully tended vegetable beds. 

In the houses we found one wounded Egyptian commando 
officer, and some very old people. At noon the first bulldozer 
arrived and pulled down the first house at the edge of the village. 
Within 10 minutes the house was turned into rubble, including 
its entire contents; the olive trees, cypresses were all uprooted. ... 
After the destruction of three houses the first refugee column 
arrived from the direction of Ramallah. 

There were old people who could hardly walk, murmuring old 
women, mothers carrying babies, small children. The children 
wept and asked for water. They all carried white flags. 

We told them to go to Beit-Sura. They told us that they were 
driven out everywhere, forbidden to enter any village, that they 
were wandering like this for four days, without food, without 
water, some dying on the road. They asked to return to the 
village, and said we had better kill them. 

They dropped down exhausted where we told them to sit. Some 
had a cow or two, a calf; all their property on earth. We did not 
allow them to enter the village and take anything. 

The children cried. Some of our soldiers started crying too. 
More and more columns of refugees arrived, until there were 
hundreds of them. They failed to understand why they have been 
asked to return yet not permitted to enter. We could not stand 
their pleading. One asked us why we destroyed their houses 
instead of taking them over ourselves. 

The platoon commander decided to go to headquarters and find 
out if there were any orders about what to do with them, where to 
send them, and whether it was possible to arrange transport for 
the women and food for the children. He returned saying that 
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there were no orders in writing, simply that they were to be driven 
out. 

We drove them out. They go on wandering in the south like lost 
cattle. The weak die. In the evening we found out that we had 
been taken in, for in Beit-Sura too bulldozers had begun to des- 
troy the place and they were not allowed to enter. 

Our unit was outraged. The refugees gnashed their teeth when 
they saw the bulldozers pull down the trees. At night we were 
ordered to guard the bulldozers, but the unit was so outraged that 
no soldier was willing to carry on such duties. In the morning we 
were moved from the area. 

The chickens and doves were buried in the rubble. The fields 
were turned into waste land in front of our eyes. The children 
who went crying on the road will be Fedayeen in 19 years, in the 
next round.} 


c) Report of the London Observer 


The opportunity of reprisals on security grounds has been taken 
to hasten the departure of more people from the West Bank and 
the Gaza Strip and to prevent the return of those who had fled. 
The Israeli authorities believe that whatever the eventual political 
status of the Gaza Strip, the refugees there should be moved 
elsewhere. To the pressure of unemployment, destitution, 
separation of families, has been added the harassment of constant 
searches of villages and refugee camps. 

Above all, there has been the refusal to take back all but 14,000 of 
the 165,000 people who fled to the East Bank of the Jordan and 
applied to the Red Cross to return to their homes. The total of 
these old and “new’’ refugees or expellees has ever since swollen 
to 245,000. Even on the limited scheme to reunite families which 
was agreed to by Israel when the main repatriation scheme was 
stopped, out of 4,000 applications only 24 had been approved up 
to three weeks ago and only seven people had actually crossed 
the Jordan back to their homes.? 

Nearly a quarter of a million Palestinian Arabs, including former 


1 Originally sent as a private letter to Israeli politicians and later published in 
Private Eye, November 10, 1967. 
2 The Observer, December 17, 1967. 
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refugees, were expelled from the West Bank of the Jordan and 
the Gaza Strip.! 


d) Report of the New York Herald ‘Tribune 


Palestinian Arabs are leaving the Israeli occupied Gaza Strip at 
a rate of 1,000 a week and the figure is expected to rise, United 
Nations officials reported. 

The Strip, a 26-mile-long finger on Israel’s southern flank, had an 
Arab population of more than 400,000 before the June war. 
Roughly ten percent of that population has now fled to Jordan, 
according to the U.N. Relief and Works Agency, which adminis- 
ters aid to Palestinian refugees. 

Israeli reprisals have included curfews, demolition of houses at 
the sites of incidents, and roundups and detention of young Arabs 
in these areas. These measures have encouraged the refugees, 
particularly young men, to leave Gaza for Jordan, where a special 
camp has been set up near Jerash to handle Gaza people. Offi- 
cially, Israel is not encouraging the refugees to leave. But there 
is little doubt among officials here that Israeli reprisal measures 
after bomb incidents have had their effects.* 


e) Other examples taken at random 


mid 1967 Israeli forces in Golan raze to the ground the villages of 
Banias, Jebata, Kfor Hareb and Nakheila and destroy most of 
the houses in Khashfia, Koneitra and Khasfein.*® 


mid 1967 Houses in Latrun area blown up at 4:30a.m., killing be- 
tween 40 and 70 people.* 


end October 1967 Village of el Shuyoukh in Hebron area destroyed.® 
November 1967 Jiftlik and Agarich villages in Jordan valley destroyed.® 
December 6, 1967 Nuseirat in Jordan valley destroyed.’ 


1 Ibid., December 24, 1967. 

2 New York Herald Tribune, March 29, 1968. 

8 J’ Orient (Beirut), August 22, 1967. 

4Reported by UNRWA Deputy Commissioner-General John Reddaway, AP, 
UPI, Reuters, Daily Star (Beirut), July 21, 1967. 

5 International Review of the Red Cross, August-September 1970, pp. 485-486. 

6 bid. 

7 Ibid. 
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December 8, 1967 Israeli army destroys 100 houses of a village in the 
West Bank and forces villagers to cross to the East Bank, killing 
many persons to frighten the others into going." 


December 15, 1969 Forty-five families in the Shu’fat area near Jeru- 
salem evicted from a 1,200 dunum land requisitioned on grounds 
of “overriding security reasons.’”* 


ff) One of the more recent examples is the so-called Israeli “resettle- 
ment” scheme initiated in Gaza in July 1971. 


The occupants of the houses had been warned beforehand but 
many refused to leave their homes. In order to avoid burying 
them alive, the Israeli soldiers went into the houses and drove 
them out—the women and children proved especially obdurate 
—with blows from sticks and batons. Within a few days, a 
swath, 30 yards wide and 100 long, had been cut along one edge 
of the camp. Fifty houses had crumbled into dust and 500 people, 
half of them young children, were homeless. On the Sabbath the 
soldiers—and the bulldozers—rested.... 

.... The camp looked as if it had been struck by plague.... 
Rendering homeless hundreds, possibly thousands by now, in the 
Jabalia demolition scheme is not going to help anyone. As an act 
of callous, mindless brutality, it is unparallalled even in the bitter 
history of the Strip. ... For there is, without a shadow of a doubt, 
a retributive aspect linked to the new plan for resettlement. 
....The governor has warned that if the camp did not behave 
itself, there would be widescale deportations to Jordan.... The 
offer of resettlement in Arish shows a continuous desire to reduce 
the population of Gaza.... As the Israeli authorities have made 
plain, security is not their only consideration. ... 

The Israelis have made no secret of their desire to hold on to 
Gaza—Moshe Dayan, the Defence Minister, restated it two 
months ago on Gaza Beach—but have no wish to incorporate its 
400,000 Arabs.... 

A few days later, another 20 houses had vanished; another 200 
people were homeless.... Most of the houses now exploding 
into dust before the daily onslaught of the bulldozer are real, if 


1 Agence France Presse and Reuters, L’Orient (Beirut), December 9, 1967. 
2 Ferusalem Post, December 16, 1969. 
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humble, homes and tended with the same pride, love and care 
that people throughout the world lavish on the buildings in which 
they live. 

We were invited to have a look at some of the condemned houses 
in Jabalia. All, without exception, were clean and neat, though 
invariably overcrowded.... Most had small gardens.... 

The “new” accommodation consisted of half a dozen tumbledown 
and derelict houses, most of them without roofs.... 

The Israelis have agreed to compensate occupants who had built 
on more rooms and made other improvements to their old homes. 
But people I spoke to said no such compensation had yet been 
paid.... How do you rate compensation for a vine that has 
taken 15 years to grow? And how do you restore the pride and 
dignity of a man who has put two decades of his life into making 
a decent home for himself and his family.? 


Meanwhile U Thant had intervened to request that the Israeli 
Government stop the demolitions.?. By the end of August the Israelis 
had admitted that 13,336 persons had been removed under the “‘resett- 
lement”’ scheme.® 


6. Destruction of Crops with Chemical Defoliants 


In the village of Akraba near Nablus, the Israeli army had 
confiscated 100,000 dunums of arable land, leaving the villagers 
6,000 at the end of 1967. In May 1971 they were asked to sell the 
remaining land and refused. 


However, on April 28th, 1972, an Israeli Piper plane overflew 
Akraba spraying a chemical defoliant over the villagers’ wheat 
fields. In one night, all the wheat sown the previous December 
(two hundred hectares) had changed its colour: the green turned 
brown, burnt by chemical products. 

The Israelis do not deny these facts. They admit having sprayed 
the fields with chemicals, but only to “teach a lesson to these 
villagers’? who were stubbornly continuing to work lands to which 
the army had forbidden them access.* 


1 The Observer, August 1, 1971. 

2 Le Nouvel Observateur, August 30-September 5, 1971. 
3 International Herald Tribune, August 31, 1971. 

4 Le Nouvel Observateur, July 3, 1972. 
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7. Detention of Relatives of Suspects in 
Special Concentration Camps 


a) Testimony of Israeli Human Rights League 


A concentration camp for families of “wanted persons’ was 
opened in the central Sinai Desert, at Nahl, in the district -of 
Kesseimeh, and this camp is being speedily enlarged. Women 
and children, whose only crime is that they are relatives of 
“wanted persons”, are confined in this desert place. With this 
criminal action against women and children the Government of 
oppression has reached a new record of barbarity. Adding 
hypocrisy to crime, the order was given that at least one man must 
be deported and confined together with such a family, “so that it 
might not be said that we desecrate the honor of Arab women.” 
Male relatives of “wanted persons” (brother, nephews, cousins, 
etc.) are confined in another concentration camp in the Sinai 
Desert, in the Abu-Rudeis District, in accordance with an “official 
deportation order” as instructed by an explicit order of the highest 
authorities. The only crime of those confined is that they are 
relatives of a person who himself is not more than merely sus- 
pected.? 


b) Testimony of Moshe Dayan 


On the 9th of March 1971, Defence Minister Moshe Dayan 
acknowledged that 34 families from the Gaza Strip, relatives of 
Fedayeen, were exiled to Abu Zuneima [in the Sinai Desert].? 


B. Terror into Neighbouring Arab Countries 


1. Attacks on Jordan 


Between 1967 and 1970 the Israelis deliberately attacked and 
bombed civilian targets in Jordan (including the napalming of refugee 
camps) with the twin purpose of pressuring the Jordanian authorities 
against the Palestinian resistance and of creating tension between the 


1 Israel League for Human and Civil Rights, ““The Horrors of Gaza Must Cease,”’ 
January 23, 1971. 
2 ql-Ittihad, March 12, 1971. 
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Jordanian and Palestinian inhabitants. Some examples of attacks and 
their consequences follow. 


November 20,1967 Israelis bombard refugee camp of al-Karamah, 
killing 14 people, including the teacher of the primary school and 
3 children, and injuring 28.1 


February 9, 1968 Israelis bombard refugee camp of al-Karamah, 
killing UNRWA officers, hitting refugee huts and a boys’ school, 
killing 14 and injuring 50.? 


February 15,1968 Israeli planes attack with napalm more than 15 
villages and refugee camps along the Jordan River, killing 56 
people, including 46 civilians, injuring 82, including 55 civilians, 
and sending 70,000 people fleeing towards Amman.? 


April 12,1968 Jordanian government reports 25,000 people have fled 
the northern Jordan valley for nearby towns in the Irbid govern- 
ate as a result of recent Israeli attacks.4 


June 4,1968 Israel launches attack, using, among other things, land- 
to-land rockets, on the town of Irbid, killing 30 and injuring 59.5 


August 4,1968 Israeli forces carry out napalm raid at Salt, killing 28, 
including 22 civilians, and injuring 82.® 


December 2-3, 1968 Israeli planes bomb the village of Kafar Asad, 
killing 16 civilians and injuring 18.’ 


March 26,1969 Israeli bombs and rockets kill 21 persons and injure 
22 in an attack on roadside cafés at Ain Hazir, near Salt.® 


January 9,1970 Jordanian government reports 69 killed and 180 
injured in Israeli attacks during the last five months of 1969.° 


1 Associated Press, L’Orient (Beirut), November 21, 1967. 

2 Agence France Presse, al-Nahar (Beirut), February 10, 1968. 

3 Agence France Presse, Le Jour (Beirut), February 16, 1968 and L’Orient (Beirut), 
February 18 and 22, 1968. 

4 Arab Report and Record, April 1-15, 1968, p. 89. 

5 The Times, June 5, 1968. 

6 Arab Report and Record, August 1-15, 1968, p. 220. 

? Ibid., December 1-15, 1968, p. 401. 

® Ibid., March 16-31, 1968, p. 117 and Reuters, Daily Star (Beirut), March 28, 
1969. 

® Arab Report and Record, January 1-15, 1970, p. 37. 
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July 10,1970 Israeli planes attack village of Kafr Awan, near Irbid, 
killing 7 civilians and wounding 27.} 


2. Attacks on Lebanon 


A similar strategy has been followed in Israeli attacks on Lebanon. 
Some examples: 


January 3,1970 Two Israeli units, including 200 paratroopers, attack 
and pillage the village of Kfar Kela, taking twenty-one hostages, 
including 11 civilians.? 


May 22,1970 Israeli forces attack Bint Jubeil and 3 other villages, 
causing 20 civilian deaths, including at least 3 women and 2 
children, injuring 32 civilians and destroying 83 houses.3 


February 25,1972 Israeli forces raid southern Lebanon and the Bekaa 
valley, killing 9, wounding 14 and blowing up 22 houses.‘ 


February 27,1972 Israeli Phantoms and Skyhawks bomb the Arkoub 
region, killing 11 civilians, wounding 50 and destroying 18 
buildings, among them hospitals and clinics.5 


September 8,1972 Israeli aircraft attack refugee camps at Nahar al- 
Barid, Rashia al-Wadi and Rafad, killing 15, including 7 children 
of the same family, together with their mother, and wounding 25, 
including 14 children.® 


September 17,1972 Israeli forces raid sixteen villages in South Lebanon, 
destroying 130 houses and killing and wounding at least 23 
civilians. An armoured vehicle crushes a taxi, killing a family 


of 7.? 


Lebanon was also the scene of the revival of the old Zionist tactic of 
political assassination, this time through the mining of private cars: 


1 Ibid., July 1-15, 1970, p. 401. 

2’ Orient (Beirut), January 4, 1970 and Newsweek, January 19, 1970. 

3 Ibid., May 23, 1970 and Jbid., June 8, 1970. 

4 al-Nahar (Beirut), February 25, 1972. 

5 L’Ortent (Beirut), February 27, 1972. 

6 The Times, September 9, 1972. 

7 International Herald Tribune, September 18, 1972 and Daily Star (Beirut), 
September 18, 1972. 
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July 8, 1972 Ghassan Kanafani, spokesman of the Popular Front for 
the Liberation of Palestine, killed in Beirut along with his 19-year 
old niece, by a bomb attached to the ignition of his car. 


It was also the scene of the revival of attempted assassination by letter 
and parcel bombs: 


July 19,1972 In Beirut a letter bomb explodes in the hand of Dr. Anis 
Sayegh, Director of the PLO Research Center, Beirut, causing 
him severe injuries.” 


July 25,1972 In Beirut, a parcel bomb explodes in the hands of Mr. 
Bassam Abu Sharif, assistant to the late Mr. Kanafani, spokesman 
of the PFLP, causing him severe injuries.° 


3. Attacks on Syria 
Civilian targets were attacked in Syria as well: 


February 24,1969 Israeli planes attack villages of al-Hameh and 
Maysaloun on the Damascus-Beirut road, inflicting considerable 
damage on civilian property, killing at least 9 civilians and 
wounding at least 31.4 


March 1, 1972 Air attack on Syrian village destroys a school.5 


March 9, 1972 Israeli artillery shells villages of Majdal Salloum, 
Hasbaya and Sha’ba, destroying several buildings and injuring 
3 civilians.® 


September 8,1972 Israeli planes bomb seven villages in Syria, killing 
200 persons and injuring many more.’ 


4. Attacks on Egypt 


Nor was Israeli action against Egypt confined to military targets: 


1 Le Nouvel Observateur, September 18-24, 1972. 

2ILe Monde, July 20, 1972. 

3 Ibid., July 26, 1972. 

4 Arab Report and Record, February 15-28, 1969, p. 80. 

6 ql-Ba’th (Damascus), March 2, 1972. 

6 gl-Nahar (Beirut), March 10, 1972. 

7 International Herald Tribune, September 9/10 and 11, 1972. 
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September 4,1967 Israeli forces shell Suez and Port Tawfiq, killing 44 
civilians and severely damaging a hospital and two mosques." 


September 27, 1967 Over 1000 Israeli shells hit Ismailia, killing 36 
civilians. Other areas near Suez canal also hit.? 


July 8, 1968 Israeli artillery shells town of Suez, hitting houses, schools, 
hospitals, a convent and 2 mosques and killing at least 43.° 


September 8, 1968 Israeli artillery kills twenty civilians in Suez and 
Ismailia and wounds 100.4 


May 11,1969 Israeli artillery shells Port Said, killing one civilian and 
wounding 9.5 


March 31,1970 Egyptian government announces 600 persons killed 
and 1000 wounded in Ismailia since the June 1967 War. All but 
15,000 out of a population of 280,000 have been evacuated.® 


In 1970 the Israeli army turned its attacks on the heavily populated 
Nile delta area, using delayed-action and napalm bombs and causing 
considerable civilian loss of life: 


February 12,1970 Israeli planes bomb a factory near Abou Zaabel, 
killing at least 70 civilian workers and injuring 98.’ 


March 31,1970 Israeli planes bomb Mansoura in Nile delta, killing 
12 civilians and wounding 35.8 


April 8, 1970 Israeli planes bomb Bahr el Baqr school in the Shaka 
province, 80 kms. north of Cairo, killing 46 children.® 


1 Arab Report and Record, September 1-15, 1967, p. 299. 

2 Ibid., October 1-15, 1967, p. 325. 

3 Ibid., July 1-15 1968, p. 198. 

4 Ibid., September 1-15, 1968, p. 270. 

5 Ibid., May 1-15, 1969, p. 195. 

6 Ibid., March 16-31, 1970, p. 189. 

? Agence France Presse, Reuters, UPI, Daily Star (Beirut), February 13, 1970. 

8 Arab Report and Record, March 16-31, 1970, p. 195. 

® Agence France Presse, Reuters, Daily Star (Beirut), April 9, 1970 and L’Orient 
(Beirut). 
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